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LAWP CALENDAR 

May 3, 2008 
-YWC teacher meeting for     
  CSULA YWCamp 

 

June 28 
-YWC Parent Orientation  
  for CSULA Parents 

-LAWP Fellow Orientation 

 

June 30– July 24 
-Summer Institute 2008 

 

July 7– July 24 
-YWC Camp @ CSULA 

-Summer Writing Course 

 

July 14– July 31 
-YWC Camp @ Hancock 

-YWC Camp @ Melrose  

-YWC Camp @ Harmony 
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∗ From the desk of  
Carolyn Frank 

∗ Book Club 

∗ YWC 2008 

∗ Improving Academic Writing 

∗ The Journey Begins 

∗ Book Review 

∗ Congratulations Bob 

∗ Fellow Buzz 

∗ Cat’s Chat 

 

From the Desk of Carolyn Frank: 

“The growth of our writing project is so satisfying.” 

 

I wrote that in the spring of 2006 and it is more true today than ever. How-
ever, there are many changes taking place. I hate change, thinking that it’s 
better when things stay the same. But I’ve realized that it’s not change I hate 
so much as it is rapid change. Things in my world revolve slowly and I like 
that pace. Hasty alterations make my world tilt just a bit. That’s why our 
Summer Institute has remained the same for the past seven years and will be 
the same for 2008. We will still begin with food and then with the journal. We 
still have presentations in the morning and writing groups in the afternoon. 
Sheridan Blau will still present on a Monday after we have dined with him on 
Sunday night. Bob and Carolyn will still have conversations in front of the 
group that have nothing to do with the group and will try to step out of the 
spotlight as the summer progresses.  

 

Nevertheless, there are wonderful changes going on all around me. Not so 
unsettling. I realized at the annual California Writing Project meeting in Sac-
ramento that LAWP was doing great except in one area. We did not have an 
Open Program. What’s an Open Program? Exactly. Once I figured that out, I 
went to our Leadership Team and suggested a few ideas. So look for flyers 
from your colleagues concerning workshops in the summer for teachers. 
“Open” refers to the idea that participants in these workshops do not have to 
be fellows and instead of getting a stipend, teachers pay a fee. Some of the 
workshops: Improving Students’ Academic Writing (ISAW with Gurupreet 
Khalsa), Family Writing Workshops (Family Literacy with Veronica Plascen-
cia), Wonderful Writer’s Workshop (Implementing Writing Workshop with My 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Our Fellow 2006 Book Club... 
Dear Fellows, 

 

Finally I have a minute to actually write this blurb!  Why does life 
feel like life is stuck on fast-forward as a grown-up?  Anyway.  I just 
wanted to update you all about the book club group that I belong to and 
extend an invitation to anyone who may be interested in joining.  Our 
book club is made up of 5 fellows from the 2006 Summer Institute, Anny, 
Violeta, Monica, Joyce and myself.  We have been meeting for a little over 
a year, and every book we read, or every meeting we have has been won-
derfully enjoyable. 

 

 We have read books for adolescents as well as adult books, and even tried some 
writing together over the summer!  Some highlights have been reading the book Estrella’s 
Quinceanera by Alegria.  For our meeting to discuss the book we dressed in character with 
Quinceanera tiaras, and two members shared their photos and videos of their own 
Quince’s.  Even though there was some dissent over the actual book, the connections and 
the conversation were great.  We just finished Namesake by Lahiri, and sampled some In-
dian food at our meeting to go with the themes in the book.  We are meeting again to 
watch the movie made of the book.  Next on our list is a book called Ramona, which com-
bines a bit of fiction with early California history.  We are hoping to watch a play based on 
the book sometime in March. 

Karen Kroener ‘05 

Justin Riner and Marina Haven.   

 

As always, the YWC strives to pro-
vide students with daily opportu-
nities to participate in writing 
workshops that introduce them to 
the writing process, to strategies 
of professional writers and to a 
variety of writing types.  Utilizing 
the summer camp model and this 
year’s theme, The Art of Writing, 
teachers will deliver instruction 
through a myriad of activities, in-
cluding the creative arts (drama, 
music, storytelling, drawing, and/
or painting), literature, and field 
trips as they seek to enrich and 
expand our community of young 
readers and writers.   

 

Also, we have added a Film Camp 
this year and three off-site YWC 

camps at local school sites.  
Please visit our revamped YWC 
website at www.calstatela.edu/
ywc for more information regard-
ing our other camps. 

  

The Young Writer’s Camp coordi-
nators would appreciate your par-
ticipation in getting the word out 
about this truly worthwhile sum-
mer program.   By distributing 
flyers or through word-of-mouth 
advertising at your school sites 
and beyond, you can help make 
this our best camp ever! 

 

For more information, including a 
downloadable registration form, 
please visit our website at:  
www.calstatela.edu/ywc .   

 

Denise Ross ‘00 

It’s that time of the year again as 
we prepare for our seventh annual 
Young Writer’s Camp for students 
entering grades 2-11.  After last 
year’s experimental extended-day 
camp, we’ve returned to our nor-
mal schedule.  The camp will run 
Monday through Thursday for 
three weeks, beginning July 7th 
and ending July 24th.  Students 
will be in camp from 9 am to 
12:30 pm. 

 

 We have an expert line-up of 
teachers for this summer’s pro-
gram.  Joining our veteran teach-
ers, (Trinh Trinh, John Hornung, 
Max Diaz, Michele Reyes, Martha 
Galvez, Katy Bayless, Karen Sig-
gens, Ted DeVirgilis and Lelalois 
Beard), are first-time YWC teach-
ers Mary Li, Heather Evans, 
Stephanie Pinkham, Vickie Wong, 

Young Writers’ Camp 2008 
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Page 3 LAWP Newsflash 

What does it mean to “write academically” and why should our students know how to do this? Is it to pass 
an exam, demonstrate good logic and thinking skills, use structures that show complex interrelationships of 
ideas? Yes, yes, and yes – but it’s more than that. Engaging in the thousands-year-old exchange of ideas, big 
and small, is one of the most exciting things that human beings can do. It’s also one of the most necessary 
things. Not to think about the issues that confront us as societies, cultures, individuals, is to have such lim-
ited horizons that one might as well live life in a box. 

 Bringing students to the mental dexterity needed to participate in the ongoing human conversation 
about ideas is the ideal and focus of the ISAW program. The California Writing Project’s Improving Student 
Academic Writing has been in the works for several years. Last year, two of us from the LA Writing Project, 
Georgia Daniels and myself, were lucky to participate (in a very minor way) in some of the planning and dis-
cussion workshops to get the ISAW program ready for presentation to teachers. We also piloted ISAW tech-
niques in our classrooms, and found a remarkable increase in our students’ abilities to analyze and respond 
to texts.  ISAW’s professional development program includes well-conceived instructional materials, curricu-
lum resources, and assessment tools. Even better, one of the goals is to foster collaboration among teachers 
from middle school through high school and college in order to maintain a similarity of approaches as stu-
dents move along their academic pathway. 

 ISAW, begun as a resource for high school teachers, but currently growing a middle school connec-
tion and eventually to expand into EL instruction, is designed to help writing teachers guide students in 
critical reading and writing strategies so that they can master the style of response writing that is demanded 
for the high school exit exam and the Analytic Writing Placement Exam for entrance to California universi-
ties. In addition, like James Moffett advocated, having students participate in the grand conversation about 
ideas and issues gives them a reason to read, and to write. It is authentic communication, not just writing 
an essay for a teacher, discarded after getting a grade. 

 As students participate in ISAW lessons, they learn to read with an eye to what an author is trying to 
communicate, what the position of the author is in an ongoing conversation. They learn how to distinguish 
thesis and antithesis, evidence, and support. Of course, reading and writing teachers have been instructing 
students in critical thinking skills since time immemorial. The difference in ISAW is the emphasis on being a 
participant, not just an observer, in the promulgation of ideas. Students find that their voices, their opin-
ions, their views, are important. As they write their own essays, they respond to what they have read, re-
formulate and expand on the ideas, and develop their own clearly articulated positions in the ongoing dia-
logue. 

 So back to our original question: why should students learn to write academically? Because that is 
the voice in which the tussle over ideas takes place. To have a voice in the conversation, students need the 
vocabulary of thinking, the clout of authentic arguments backed up by personal experience, reference to 
other texts, observations of other people, and so forth. The ISAW program seeks to empower students with 
these tools so that their communication in the world of idea-sharing has validity and authority. Students 
learn how to respond to what they read in a way that develops logical arguments, establishes and supports a 
position, and demonstrates a measured, academic tone. 

 ISAW materials are just now beginning to be available for teachers. Last fall, the first California ISAW 
conference was presented at UC Berkeley. Teachers who attended were inspired by the research, careful 
thought and preparation, field-tested activities, and scaffolded lesson ideas provided by members of the 
ISAW team. ISAW essay rubrics are under development, as well as a website that will be available to help 
teachers better teach academic writing skills. 

 There is much more information available about ISAW on the California Writing Project website, at �
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By Gurupreet Khalsa ‘01 
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Linh Le), and Writing with English Language Learners (ELL with Denise Ross). Most of these workshops are 
only 20 hours in the summer and cost $250 (or $200 if three teachers come from the same school). We are 
interested in other workshops so if you have an idea, email Carolyn at carolcsula@aol.com.  Bay Area has 
some great topics: Playwriting Workshop, Digital Storytelling, Finding the Poetic High, The Power of Genre 
Study, Exploration of the Solar System, and Get Smart with Art.  

 

Denise Ross is directing the Young Writers’ Camp so look for her column in this newsletter. If you know of 
children who would like to join the camp this summer, email her at dfross4@socal.rr.com  Jenny Hata is 
starting up our newest pilot program, Satellite Young Writers’ Camps. She is now at Hancock Park Elemen-
tary with two classes and four of our fellows and next year we have plans to have her pilot other schools. 
Please email her if you are interested at jenny_hata@hahoo.com  

 

Another new idea was brought to me by Amylynn Robinson who thought that our Saturday Seminar Work-
shops are great resources for teachers but many do not attend. Most of the participants at these seminars 
are students at Cal State LA. She wondered if perhaps we might take these seminars on the road and have 
Saturday Seminars out in the field, at different schools. I think that is a terrific idea. However, the seminars 
at Cal State LA are free to the public. If we did begin having seminars at school sites, we would want the 
school to partner with us and help with the costs. If you are interested in this idea, please email Amylynn at 
happyscrapper@happyscrapper.com 

 

My Linh Le and others just finished a long series of workshops on Writer’s Workshop for Lynwood District 
and it was a great success. As always, please contact me at  carolcsula@aol.com  if your principal wants in-
formation on professional development/inservices from our writing project. 

 

Let us know if you are visiting our Summer Institute. You can email Cathy at lawp@calstatela.edu for a 
schedule when we are closer to July.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Preparations for the 2007-
2008 school year were similar to 
those of previous years, with the 
annual pilgrimage to Office Depot 
or Staples to purchase school sup-
plies and materials.  A palpable 
excitement was in the air as adults 
and children anticipated returning 
to their regular routines.  Finally, 
the much-awaited day arrived 
when teachers and students re-
turned to school.   

 

But, unlike previous years, 
something was quite different 
about this year for me.  I was ex-
periencing this excitement not as a 
teacher, but as a student.  After 
several years of teaching 5th grade, 
my role had changed from that of a 
teacher to a student.  Yes, I was 

once again a full-time student, re-
turning on the breath-taking campus 
of UCLA.  It seemed like it was only 
yesterday that I was enrolled at 
UCLA earning my master’s degree.  
Everything felt surreal…So much 
had stayed the same and so much 
had changed.  I recognized the big-
gest change was in me.  I was filled 
with excitement and anticipation of 
great things to come during my ten-
ure at this great institution.   

 

I hurriedly walked to my 
9:00 am statistics class, remember-
ing the advice of my former 5th grade 
students:  sit in the front, pay atten-
tion, take notes, nod once in a while 
even if you don’t understand what 
the teacher is saying, answer the 
questions that you know so she 

won’t call on you when you don’t 
know the answer, and how to lis-
ten to my iPod in class without 
getting caught.  I chuckled as I 
made my way to the front of the 
room and took my seat.  I was ex-
cited.  I was thrilled to be back.  I 
realized my journey, a long and 
hard yet rewarding adventure, had 
begun.  

 

As I take a moment to re-
flect upon my experiences during 
my first quarter back at UCLA, I 
am convinced that I made the right 
decision to return to school and 
pursue my dreams.  The classes 
are packed with valuable informa-
tion, the research projects are in-
tense and the fast pace of graduate 
school is exhilarating.   My journey 
has begun. 

��������	�
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Doris Melkonian ‘02 
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A Book Review…    by Gurupreet Khalsa 

Congratulations Bob! 

Page 5 LAWP Newsflash 

You must have catalogued, at 
some point in your life, the 
things that make or have made 
you happy. You must have 
evaluated whether you are gen-
erally an optimist or a pessimist. 
And I’m sure you’ve wondered if 
your happiness might be in-
creased if certain factors in your 
life – parents (well, we can’t 
change those), partners, profes-
sions, and place – were different. 

 

Eric Weiner describes himself as 
a generally unhappy person, and 
therefore curious about what 
brings about happiness. He de-
cided to look into whether where 
someone lives has an impact 
upon their frame of mind, and if 
so, how much. Can a place make 
one feel better? And if it does, 
why? What are the built-in 
(natural) or imposed (societal) 
features of “happy places.” Well, 
not that the places themselves 
are happy or grumpy, but that 
people residing there have a gen-
eral sense of satisfaction, even 
ebullience, or, conversely, lead 
lives of quiet desperation. Are we 
happier when we get what we 
want personally, when we are 

indulging hedonistically, or 
when we adapt and adjust, com-
promise, establish a collective 
consciousness? 

 

Weiner visited ten wildly diverse 
countries in the world and spent 
time in each place doing a lot of 
wondering and inquiring. Along 
the way, he includes discussions 
of philosophical happiness, dif-
ferent ways that we are happy, 
what leads to spiritual bliss, and 
research on happiness (there is 
a “World Database of Happiness” 
in the Netherlands). He ponders 
the influence of nature and gov-
ernments on our collective or 
individual happiness, and issues 
of freedom and imposed restric-
tions on personal choice. 

 

So what are the happiest places 
in the world? Some of Weiner’s 
findings are surprising – lots of 
money does not necessarily lead 
to a happy culture, nor does per-
fect weather. At the same time, 
happiness is very personal. 
Some people will be happy no 
matter where they go, and others 
will be miserable even in the 

most appealing surroundings.  

 

The book is fascinating, enter-
taining, and ultimately very 
thought-provoking. It might 
make you want to move to Ice-
land or Thailand, and it will 
definitely get you to wondering 
about who we are as people 
and as peoples. It’s a wonder-
ful book in which to lose your-
self – you’ll be happy you 
picked it up! 

The Geography of Bliss: One Grump’s Search for the  

Happiest Places in the World by Eric Weiner 

Several years ago, I walked into a 
classroom expecting to learn 
about reading assessment and 
diagnostic testing, and to fulfill a 
course requirement.  Not only did 
I acquire the tools needed for as-
sessment and earn 4 units, but 
in the process, I gained a mentor 
and a friend—Bob Land.   

I’ve come to know Bob 
Land in different capacities 
throughout the years:  professor, 

scholar, mentor and friend.  My 
first introduction to Bob was as a 
professor in the C & I Division of 
the Charter School of Education.  
I remember his lectures and the 
advice he gave us regarding as-
sessment of students.  I looked 
forward to his lectures and the 
class discussions.  He provided 
us with the tools needed to as-
sess the students we teach.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Bob’s passion for teaching and his 
genuine concern for his students 
became apparent during the lab 
component of the class.  I wit-
nessed his interactions with ele-
mentary students, parents and 
graduate students.  His caring 
nature, pensive stance, coupled 
with his accessibility and keen 
insight make him a unique indi-
vidual.   

The second capacity in 
which I came to know Bob was 
through the LAWP where his con-
tributions to the daily sessions 
stayed with me and inspired me 
as I taught in my own classroom.  
I incorporated many of the strate-
gies that he shared with the fel-
lows once I returned to my school.  
I even quoted some of his unique 

(Continued from page 5) phrases as I directed the writing 
lessons for my 5th graders.  The 
results were just remarkable.  

Finally, I was fortunate to 
know him as a mentor and a 
friend.  Bob has mentored me 
throughout the years, providing 
me with valuable advice and guid-
ance.  As an adjunct faculty mem-
ber in the C & I Division, Bob pro-
vided me with valuable advice on 
dealing with and teaching gradu-
ate students.  As a result, my 
teaching experience at CSULA was 
extremely positive.   

Over the years, Bob has 
consistently supported and 
cheered me on in my pursuit of 
my educational goals.  His valu-
able words of wisdom have stayed 
with me, keeping me motivated.  

As I work at my desk, I am re-
minded of one particular piece of 
advice:  “Don’t let the perfect be 
the enemy of the good.”  Voltaire’s 
quote, prominently displayed by 
my computer, is a constant re-
minder to me to pursue my edu-
cational goals without being dis-
tracted by my desire for perfec-
tionism.   

Bob is a trusted and re-
spected friend.  He is most deserv-
ing of this recognition.  Congratu-
lations Bob!  

Volume 7, Issue 1 Page 6 

New!  Intensive Creative Writing Institute 

The Summer Creative Writing Intensive is a summer writing “camp” for adults.  In a 
three-week intensive, students will have the opportunity to write personal memoir, 
fiction, and poetry for self-enrichment.  For those who are teachers, the course will 
enhance their ability to develop effective creative writing curricula for their stu-
dents. 

 

The intensive is structured as a writing workshop, and students will receive construc-
tive feedback on their writing from both the instructor and their peers.  By the end 
of course, all students will produce a finished piece of writing in the form of mem-
oir, essay, short story, or poems. 

The class will meet twice a week for three weeks.  Two sections are available: 

Monday/Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. (July 7-July 23)   
Tuesday/Thursday 4 p.m.-6:30 p.m. (July 8-July 24) 

 

Register now! Space is limited. 
Fee: $225 
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I had a shift in the way I teach when I traveled to the NTCE convention in NYC. The events were 
excellent, but the shift occurred because of  conversation I had with Dr. Land. He asked me, 
"What do you remember from your high school English classes?" I remember only one class 
where a student argued with a teacher about whether Alice in Wonderland was about drugs.  

 

Since then I have taken my English classes to the Salvador Dali and we have read a number of 
poems about paintings. They have developed poems about a Dali painting.  I also have opened up 
the class to the songs and poems that they love and initiate discussions about the art they listen 
to and look at. I am searching for more exercises that excite them. They are encouraged to loaf 
and invite their souls. 
 

Dale Stanhope ‘07 
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Well miss Samantha Jean is eight months old. My how time flies!   She is 17 pounds and 26.25 
inches now.  She is not yet crawling but she is working on it and I suspect that very soon my 
days will be filled with chasing after her. She loves to sit and take toys out of a plastic tub one at 
a time, examining each one and putting it to the taste test. She also enjoys 
her Tuesday morning music class, she loves to watch all the other babies 
and she smiles when they crawl or walk over to say hello to her.  She has 
become an expert roller and uses this technique to move about, it is amaz-
ing how much real estate she can cover by rolling around.  She also has 
this maneuver to turn her body around in a circle while lying on her belly.  

Amylynn Robinson ‘03 

www.loverleemusic.com:  

Justin Riner ‘06 
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GOT NEWS? 

Submit to 
lawp@calstatela.edu 

Ravioli with Spinach Pesto 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prep. Time: 20 mins. 

 

Ingredients: 

1 9z. pkg. refrigerated four cheese 
ravioli or tortellini  

12 oz. baby pattypan squash or 
yellow squash (halved length-
wise, sliced ½ inch thick) 

3 ½ cup of fresh baby spinach 

½ cup torn fresh basil 

¼ cup of bottled Caesar Parmesan 
Vinaigrette salad dressing 

-Shredded parmesan cheese 
(optional) 

 

Directions:  

1. Cook ravioli according to package 
directions, adding squash the last 2 
minutes of  cooking. Drain.  

2. Meanwhile, for pesto, in blender con-
tainer combine spinach, basil, salad 
dressing, and   2 tablespoons water. 
Cover and process until smooth, stop-
ping to scrape down blender as needed.  

3. Toss ravioli mixture with pesto. 
Sprinkle with cheese. Makes 4 servings.  

 
www,allreceipes.com 

Cat’s Chat 
Hola LAWPers! 

  Wow, my how time flies! Can you believe that June is just 
around the corner? I bet some of you are ecstatic, others just 
simply relieved! Whew……………..!   

 Well, my first daughter, Tehya, 
who some of you met when she was 
just a toddler is on her way to fifth grade 
next year! As a mom, I just can’t believe 
my little girl is not so little anymore. 
Some of you even went through the last 
part of my second pregnancy with me 
and ����, Ella, is now four!  

 Well, with that all said, this summer we have A LOT 
planned. Our Annual Summer Institute will begin on Monday, 
June 30th. As always, Bob and Carolyn are excited to work with 
a new group of fantastic teachers! Thank you to all those who 
nominated such wonderful teachers. We are really proud of “Our 
Fellows” and appreciate your support.  

 The Young Writers’ Camp has really taken off this year! 
The Writing Project is piloting three off-site camps ( Hancock 
Park Elem., Melrose Ave. Elem., and Harmony Elem.). Not sur-
prising, the principals are now calling us to request camps at 
their schools. This is GREAT news for LAWP. In addition to our 
YWC here at CSULA, Dale Stanhope(’07) and Bob are planning 
a Film Camp for High School Students! In the month of July, 
Dale will be working with high school students on digital editing 
and short film clips. If you know of any high school students who 
may enjoy this type of camp, please spread the word.  Keep your 
eye out for a flyer coming your way soon or check our website for 
more information! 

 Last, Anise Stevens and Rachel Levin who are both 2003 
LAWP Fellows have collaborated to put together an Intensive 
Creative Writing Institute. They will also meet in the month of 
July two days a week.  

 

Please check our website for new events, flyers and news. Log 
onto www.calstatela.edu/lawp  and our YWC website at  
www.calstatela.edu/ywc.   If you have any questions, please call 
us at 323/343-5901.  

We look forward to seeing  many of you this summer!!!!!! 
 

 


