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LAWP CALENDAR 

 

May 10th 

Spring Institute Orientation 

 

May 14-31st 

Spring Institute 

 

June 2 

Summer Inst. Orientation 

 

July 2-27 

Summer Institute 

 

July 9-27 

Young Writers’ Camp 

 

“Mom, the Tooth Fairy  
forgot my tooth!”  

           
From one parent to another…. 

Welcome New Fellows! 
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∗ Tooth Fairy– C. 
Morales 

∗ The Life of Mark 
Twain– G. Khalsa 

∗ Saturday Seminars 

∗ Young Writers’ 
Camp 2007 

∗ Fellow Buzz 

∗ Thirty minutes of  
Exercise– D. 
Mesdjian 

∗ Cat’s Chat 

∗ Spring Recipe 
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From one parent to another...forgive 
yourself and move on!  

My confession:  So a couple of weeks 
ago my daughter, Tehya,  who is now 8 
years old, lost one of her teeth. Her 
father and I have always told her how 
important it is to take care of her teeth 
so that the Tooth Fairy can see how 
well she takes care of them. That eve-
ning she was so excited to fall asleep 
because her week’s work of wiggling 
finally paid off.  So she placed her tooth 
under her pillow…..and guess what? I 
FORGOT ALL ABOUT IT! Poor kid 
wakes up the next morning with her 
tooth in her hand looking disappointed 

and says, “Mom, the Tooth fairy didn’t 
come!”   My mind started going a 
hundred miles a minute! OH MY-
GOSH! I FORGOT! HOW COULD I 
FORGET? So I had to think fast!!!! 
Seeing that her room is always a 
mess these days and I keep scolding 
her about making her bed and pick-
ing up her clothes off the floor, I tell 
her…”Hey, maybe it’s because the 
Tooth Fairy couldn’t find your tooth in 
all this MESS!” Quick thinking was 
totally necessary, and so instead of 
feeling like a LOSER parent, I placed 
the blame all on her inability to pick 
up after herself! What a strategy!  

I felt so incredibly guilty all day. You 
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All About MARK TWAIN: 

    "The Singular Mark 
Twain" by Fred Kaplan 
is an outstanding story 
of a truly amazing life. 
Mark Twain was a rest-
less genius, absolutely 
alert to the tenor of his 
times, and standing 
out in his respect for 
and celebration of the 
Black American experi-
ence and wisdom. 
Twain was able to see 
the humor in the ordi-
nariness of life, al-
though in his late 
years he became quite 
cynical of the mis-
guided energies of most 
humans. He sincerely 
wanted to do the right 
thing, and despaired of 
substantive change. 

   Mark Twain was a 
man of contradictions; 
he adored his wife, 
but left her for ex-
tended periods as the 
urge to travel the 
world took over. He 
was hard on his chil-
dren, but thought he 
needed to keep them 
close. He delighted in 
his skills, yet fretted 
about whether he was 
good enough to keep 
audiences enter-
tained. He hated pub-
lic speaking, but rel-
ished his adoring au-
diences, which in-
cluded dozens of 
world leaders, and all 
of the important liter-
ary figures of his day. 
He was a hard-
working writer, but 
highly impractical in 
his business dealings 
and investments, and 
he lost several for-
tunes in capricious 
ventures. 
   In a day when travel 
was slow and difficult, 
Twain circled the 
globe, and traveled 

back and forth across 
the United States 
many times. This gave 
him an appreciation 
for the unique Ameri-
can experience, which 
he embodied. During 
the Civil War, he rec-
ognized neither North 
nor South, but trav-
eled West to uncover 
aspects of the pioneer 
spirit that he cele-
brated throughout his 
writings. 
   Today we would 
probably label him 
ADD - but the energy 
he had for his writing, 
his close examination 
of the human spirit 
and character, and his 
unique voice, truly 
made him a "singular" 
American. I very much 
enjoyed this book. 

 

 

Gurupreet Khalsa ‘02 
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Saturday Seminar Series! 

Participants in the summer institute of the NWP develop and facilitate workshops de-
signed to improve literacy. Throughout the summer, fellows conduct their workshop for 
their peers, who offer feedback and constructive criticism. Nearly every month from Octo-
ber to April, the Project conducts Saturday seminars at which past fellows have an op-
portunity to share their summer creations with the teaching community. Since my par-
ticipation in the NWP in the summer of 2006, I have been fortunate enough to administer 
my workshop—“Teaching Vocabulary in Context”—at a number of these seminars. Each 
one was attended by approximately twenty-five people—some university students, some 
educators—and lasted about an hour-and-a-half. I look forward to conducting these 
workshops, and evaluations from participants indicate that they enjoy being there. Sat-
urday seminars are a way to bring fresh and creative ideas for improving literacy to the 
academic community. There is no telling how many of these ideas have made it past Sat-
urday to a classroom on Monday somewhere in Los Angeles. 
These weekend programs highlight the indelible influence 
the NWP has on its participants, other educators, and the 
students they all teach. 

 

Steven Futterman ‘06 

Young Writers’ Camp 2007 

This summer, the Writing Project is sponsoring its sixth annual Young Writer’s Camp for students entering 
grades 2-1l.   Many “firsts” await campers this year as format changes have been made to give the camp a 
new look.  The camp will now run five days a week for three weeks, from July 9 to July 27, and will feature a 
menu of session options.  Students can attend the morning-only session from 9 am to 12 noon, the full-day 
session from 9 am to 2:45 pm, or the afternoon-only session from 12:45 pm to 2:45 pm. 

 

As always, expert writing teachers, all teacher-consultants of the Los Angeles Writing Project, will provide 
students with daily opportunities to participate in writing workshops that introduce them to the writing 
process, to strategies of professional writers and to a variety of writing types.  Utilizing the summer camp 
model and this year’s theme, Imagination, teachers will deliver instruction through a myriad of activities, in-
cluding the creative arts (drama, music, storytelling, drawing, and/or painting), literature, and field trips as 
they seek to enrich and expand our community of young readers and writers.  The newly-created afternoon 
sessions will address the specific interests and needs of students by offering classes in creative writing, writ-
ing test preparation, and writing skills coaching. 

 

The Young Writer’s Camp would appreciate your participation in getting the word out about this truly worth-
while summer program.   By distributing flyers or through word-of-mouth advertising at your school sites 
and beyond, you can help make this our best camp ever! 

 

For more information, including a downloadable registration form, please visit our website at:  
www.calstatela.edu/centers/ywc. 
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veryone has heard that 
doctors recommend 30 minutes of 
physical activity each day; but why 
does that sound like such drudg-
ery?  What if working out could be 
like recess when you were a kid?  
Wouldn’t you be more apt to actu-
ally take that doctor’s advice?  
Wouldn’t it seem less like another 
thing you had to do or had to 
squeeze into your already hectic 
schedule? 

 My secret to exercise suc-
cess is to make exercise fun.  In-
stead of seeing my workout as 30 
minutes of cardio, 10 minutes of 
free-weights, and 10 minutes of ab-
dominals, I’d much rather think of 
it as 30 minutes of bike-riding with 
my kids, 10 minutes of wrestling in 
the grass with my son, and 10 min-
utes of playing airplane with my 
daughter.  Working out can be a 
break from a stressful day, a time to 

feel good, have a laugh, spend time 
with friends and family, spend time 
alone, or work up a sweat. 

 My recent experience with 
having fun while getting in shape 
led me to sign up for the Renegade 
Off-Road Triathlon at Bonelli Park 
on Earth Day, April 22nd.  This race 
combined all of my favorite things—
being outside, swimming, mountain 
biking, and trail running.  For 
weeks, I got out on the trails amid 
the beautifully sunny (and some-
times wonderfully overcast) Califor-
nia weather.  Each time I went out, 
I not only improved my strength 
and stamina, but I had so much 
dang fun! 

 Sure I had to wake up early 
from time to time to practice swim-
ming or to ride the exercycle at L.A. 
Fitness, but I felt great for the rest 
of the day!  Sure I felt tired from 
time to time after a hard ride or run 
up and down the hills, but now I 
have powerful arms and legs to be 
proud of.  And the best part was, all 
the exercise got me ready for an 
event almost as fantastic as Christ-
mas. 

 Two days before the race, 
Southern California was blessed 
with a soaking rainstorm that 
tamped down the sandy trails and 

created a few mud here and there.  
Now I don’t know about you, but I 
was often chastised for playing in 
the mud as a child, especially since 
I was supposed to be a proper 
young lady.  So on race day, I had 
the pleasure of pushing myself to 
swim, bike, and run as hard as the 
boys while getting downright dirty 
on the damp and often muddy 
trails.  I had all the excitement of 
playing like a kid while being an 
adult doing something healthy for 
her body.  What could be better 
than that? 

 So although 30 minutes of 
physical activity could be construed 
as a boring pain in the butt, think 
of exercise in another light and do 
something you love.  I did and I’m 
enjoying it.  So when the doctor 
says to get some exercise, I say, 
“Bring it on.  Let’s go have some 
fun!” 

 

 

 

Thirty minutes of exercise or thirty minutes of fun? 

By Denise Mesdjian ‘03 
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know, it’s just one of those little 
things that are so important to a 
child! Well, at least it was for me. So 
after all this, you would think that I’d 
remember the next evening to take 
her precious little tooth and replace it 
with a little “YEY 4 U” money-----
well….nope, I forgot again!!!! Thank-
fully, my husband did remember 
(because he probably knew I’d for-
get!) and slipped a few bucks under 
her pillow.   

So, I had to ask myself…”Gees, what 
is going on?” Have I become so busy 
that I have put my kids on the back 
burner? Or is my brain in desperate 
need of Ginseng?  With a family his-

tory of Alzheimer's, I had to wonder. I 
realized that it is probably a little of 
everything! As parents we tackle so 
many things in one day. By the time I 
get home from work on a regular 
day, it’s time to make dinner, get the 
kids in the bath, clean up, spend a 
little quality time with the family, get 
the kids to bed before it gets too late 
and then I shower, relax a little  
( about 20-30 minutes) and go to 
bed. This is all done between the 
hours of 6pm to 9pm! Too add, it’s 
even more hectic on the ONE day I 
have class! 

So there you have it, my confession.   
Nevertheless,  it’s all good when you 

can still come home to happy little 
faces with open arms joyfully yelling, 
“ Mommy, Mommy, Mommy!”  So for 
all you parents out 
there...remember…kids are so for-
giving!  

I guess this could also apply to 
teaching and your students too. As 
teachers we take on the parental role 
for about six hours a day. Sometimes 
we mess up. We don’t always “get it 
right”.  Sometimes we blow our tops 
and sometimes lessons just  flop. But 
everyday is a new day and we need 
to move forward!  

Happy Mother’s Day!   

Cathy 
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My newspaper, The Poly Optimist was awarded a first place Certificate by the American Scholastic 
Press Association for Spring 2007! Out of over 2000 entries from colleges, universities, private 
schools/colleges, and high schools throughout the USA, we placed in the top 100 ... with papers 
from places like Tennessee State U.  Sonoma U., community colleges etc. I was so proud of my 
kids.  I'm trying to plug away at my Masters in Lit up there Tues p.m.  If you're around any Tues let 
me know I'll stop by and say hi. 
Ethel Matlen ‘06 

Shahe Mankerian ‘04 

Poetic Diversity Interview: 

http://www.poeticdiversity.org/main/columns.php?recordID=1099&date=2007-04-01 ����

I'd love it if I could mention my band, Loverlee and our website 
www.loverleemusic.com:  

May 27th @ The Gig 

June 10th @ The Knitting Factory 

Justin Riner ‘06 
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GOT NEWS? 

Submit to 
lawp@calstatela.edu 

  

Chinese Chicken Salad 
 

Ingredients: 

∗ 4 skinless, boneless chicken 
breasts 

∗ 1pkg. Of coleslaw 

∗ 2 pkg. chicken ramen 

∗ 1/2 cup of chopped green onion 

∗ 1 pkg. of sliced almonds 

 

Dressing: 

∗ 1/2 cup sugar 

∗ 1/2 cup olive oil 

∗ 1/2 cup rice or wine vinegar 

∗ 2tsp. Soy sauce 

∗ 2 pks season from the ramen 

 

Serves 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://chicken.betterrecipes.com/
chinesechickensalad.html 

Cat’s Chat 
Now, back to business…. Hello Everyone! 

The Los Angeles Writing Project is well on its way to GREATNESS! Caro-
lyn has managed to pull in quite a few Inservices, so many that it looks 
like we have developed quite a name for ourselves! In just a few months 
we have received calls from Main St. Elementary, Harmony Elementary, 
Sierra Park Elementary, 112th St. Elementary , Washington Elementary 
and Holy Angeles, a private school in Arcadia! Fellows like Karin Kro-
ener, Beverly Glass, Jose Moreno, My Linh, Deborah Garcia  and Bob 
have all been working their magic! Thanks to all of you who are  contrib-
uting to the success of these inservices.  Our goal is to address the needs 
of these schools by developing quality professional development. If your 
principal would like the Writing Project  to provide professional develop-
ment workshops for your school, please call Carolyn at 323) 343-6146 or 
email her at cfrank@calstatela.edu  

 

Our Saturday Seminars have been ongoing and quite successful too! 
This school year alone we had six scheduled seminars. Thanks to all our 
presenters who have given up a few hours of their Saturdays to present 
for these workshops. We have had wonderful feedback. 

 

The Writing Project has also added a Spring Institute in Writing similar 
to the Summer Institute for those teachers who are in year-round 
schools and off track in the month of May. Carolyn has been working 
hard to bring this Institute together. We’ve accepted some great teachers 
for this event who will all be part of the LAWP family! Welcome New Fel-
lows!  

 

To add, our annual Summer Institute and Young Writers’ Camp are 
well on their way. We would like to welcome all our New Summer Fellows 
to our Project! Also, we would like to thank those Fellows who are volun-
teering to teach with us this summer for our sixth annual Young Writers’ 
Camp—Wow! Our YWC website is up and running. If you would like to 
direct interested parents to our site, they can log onto 
www.calstatela.edu/ywc .  Our registration form is available for print out 
and we have added a new way to pay...by CREDIT CARD!!!!! We are do-
ing what we can to accommodate parents. Oh, and why don’t you log 
onto our YWC website to check  out the  YWC video created by Lelalois 
Beard ‘05 and Amylynn Robinson ‘03. Thank you Lelalois and Amylynn 
for this wonderful video! What a great testimonial for parents to view. It’s 
going to be a great summer! See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 


