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LAWP CALENDAR 

January 23, 2010 

-Saturday Seminar 

 

February 11, 2010 

-St. Gregory’s In-service 

 

February 27, 2010 

-Saturday Seminar 

 

March 20, 2010 

-Saturday Seminar 
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote:  “Talent develops in 
quiet places, character in the full current of human life.”  
This is certainly true of writing.  We need space and time 
alone to brood our brilliant words into being, but we need to 
test and perfect our words on the lighted stage of public 
scrutiny. Indeed, as I write this over Christmas vacation, I 
have found it difficult to find the alone time to hatch a para-
graph or two.  My typical writing time is very early in the 
morning, before the family is up and pulling me in 10 direc-

tions at once. But I confess, I have been sleeping in. And as I write, I realize that 
I am writing for 200 of the smartest writers I know. That is enough to make me 
quit. You are, to borrow Robert Graves' book title, the readers over my shoulder. 

 "Interesting way to start," someone says, encouragingly.  "From the title I 
was expecting a year-by-year history, but this seems more interesting. . . So far." 

 Another voice empathizes with my lack of quiet writing time.  "I have to 
'journal' in my head in my car, Bob.  Sometimes it’s the only time I have to my-
self.  Just keep at it." 

 But there are other voices, harsher ones that make me want to quit and 
bake cookies or study the betting lines on the bowl games. "What's with the 
mixed metaphors?" I hear someone saying. "Rivers, eggs, stages. . . Come on, 
Bob!"  

Someone else says, "Why do you rely on pithy quotations so much? Couldn't you 
say the same thing better all by yourself? Get to the point!" 

Before Carolyn and I started the LA Writing Project, I "knew" the Writing Project 
was something wonderful, but I knew it in the same way virgins know sex is 
wonderful. ("Bob! Really? Is that the image you want?")  I had known incredible 
Writing Project teachers; I had researched the effects of Writing Project teachers' 
pedagogy on students' writing; I had studied the widely varying practices of Writ-
ing Projects across the country, and I had watched some in action; I even tried 
some Writing Project practices on my own. But I didn't really know. Having been 

a Writing Project Fellow, herself,  Carolyn, of course, knew. Now, after ten 
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 years, I understand in a deeper way just how special the Writing Project can be. I am a much better teacher 
of writing, now, and I think I may be becoming a writer. This growth is not because I have been a director, 
but because, in the Writing Project, directors and teacher leaders must be part of the group.  I learned with 
you; I learned from you. In these 10 years, WE--all of us LAWPERs--have so often transformed one another's 
lives as writers and as teachers. 

The Writing Project is about the plural "I" and the singular "we."  ("Cleaver, but what does that mean?" some-
one says.) Now, when I write or when I teach, I have fellows looking over my shoulder--writers and teachers 
whose talent I could never equal. But there they are, giving me free advice. I am alone, but you are there 
with me. And now, when I talk about writing or teaching writing, I no longer say, "This is what I do" Instead I 
say, "This is what we do."  I know, now,  that all of my students are writers. Just like me, just like us, on a 
journey to learn to write and to learn by writing--sometimes scared to death of the blank page, sometimes 
looking for any excuse not to write, yet, sometimes having transcendent thoughts that demand expression. 
And I know, now that all teachers can become teachers of writing, as I have. As we have. Thank you all for a 
transformative decade! 
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Making Learning Whole: How Seven Principles of 

Teaching Can Transform Education 
By David Perkins 

 

 Every teacher, school, district, and government 

searches for the best way to educate the children in their 

care. If there were one magic way to accomplish this 

daunting task, we would have implemented it long ago. 

David Perkins’ wonderful Making Learning Whole ad-

dresses the problem of how the whole picture of educa-

tion, from Kindergarten through University, fits together: 

how it interacts, connects, and becomes meaningful. 

 Perkins begins with the basic premise that most 

formal education in our world approaches ideas, con-

cepts, subjects, and disciplines in a piecemeal approach 

instead of looking at the big picture. We are subject, in 

school, to what he calls “elementitis” and “aboutitis,” or 

breaking down learning into discrete, unconnected bits 

that frequently – usually – never do get connected. It’s a 

fractured curriculum, with a narrow focus on standards 

which are frequently based on disjointed accumulations 

of facts. We teach what’s relevant to what’s going to be 

tested. Perkins says we go through our years of schooling 

in this lurching, broken way, “with the whole game no-

where in sight.” 

 So what to do about it? Perkins, along with How-

ard Gardner, is a co-director of Harvard Graduate 

A Book Review: by Gurpreet Khalsa 

School’s Project Zero, which aims to investigate education 

and learning in a holistic way. Project Zero has supported 

the concept of Teaching for Understanding. Its researchers 

are in the forefront of studying what education can look 

like for the 21st century. Perkins proposes that we look at 

education with an eye for bigger goals than just accumu-

lating disconnected pieces of knowledge, without dis-

counting the need for skills and foundational knowledge. 

 To do this, he sets out seven principles of teaching 

that can make significant changes in how a teacher plans 

and implements a curriculum in any subject area, for any 

grade level. Suggested classroom practices are included, 

but more than that, the book is about different ways of 

thinking, for both teachers and students.  Written in Per-

kins’ delightful wry voice, Making Learning Whole is 

motivating, inspiring, and very accessible. Perkins recog-

nizes past and current research into the process of learn-

ing, and cites numerous additional resources in which 

“visions of meaningful education seem to speak to three 

basic agendas: enlightenment, empowerment, and respon-

sibility” (p.61). 

 The seven principles to get started on that vision, a 

wonderful extended metaphor to the game of baseball, are: 

Play the Whole Game: Get students started on acces-

sible, authentic ways of learning; get into the 

game instead of being always stuck at “threshold 

experiences.” 

Make the Game Worth Playing: Get students started 

with deep disciplinary thinking and investigating 

processes. Be able to answer the question, “Why 

are we studying this?” 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Work on the Hard Parts: Find ways to support and fine-tune areas where individual students are stuck, without 

getting mired in “elementitis.” 

Play Out of Town: Stretch learning to new situations and applications, for tomorrow and not just for the test. 

Uncover the Hidden Game: Pay attention to the deeper principles beneath the obvious. 

Learn from the Team… and the Other Teams: Learning is social and constructed in communities. Put those 

learning groups and communities to work in “participation structures” to deepen experience and proficiency. 

Learn the Game of Learning: Students can develop intellectual dispositions and learning habits of mind to become 

self-managed learners. 

 

Teachers, you will love this book! It will inspire you to remember that the most important goal of learning is under-

standing, and the criterion of understanding is performance: whether the learner can “think and act flexibly with what 

they know” (p. 49). It will help you go beyond the ordinary routines of skill lessons to look at how your teaching and 

your students’ learning can be transformed. Perkins provides a guide for the “choreography of learning, an effort to or-

ganize learning for greater timeliness, focus, effectiveness, and efficiency” (p. 17). Educators of any stripe or level, 

school administrators, district board members – you need this book also. If education is going to be meaningful in sig-

nificant ways in our time, we need to be playing the whole game all through school! 

  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Fellow Buzz: 

I finally got a teaching job in San Diego at a school called King-Chavez Primary Academy teaching kin-

dergarten, i started in September.      Max Diaz ‘04 

 Good news!  I submitted an article about my experience with LAWP to California English, and it 
was accepted for publication in their November issue!  
 

I wrote mainly about my YWC experience/how it's helped me reinvigorate my writing instruction 
and the PD collaboration we did at Mountain View with Bob's facilitation.  I also briefly men-
tioned the HSWI.  I'm excited--this is my first professional publication!         

Michael Weller ‘08 

 Carolyn’s New Grand Baby! 

          Baby Weston Howard Keslow 

 10/6/09 

 9lbs. 7oz.  

 

 

I've been taking a break from teaching to stay home with my son, who's already two (can you 
believe it?)  Anyhow...  I've been loving my time with him and thinking more and more about 
working with younger kids (eventually), so be sure to let me know of any upcoming seminars, 
workshops or classes as I'd like to learn more about writing techniques geared for kids of all 
ages.     Anise Stevens-Mouette- ‘03 
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GOT NEWS? 

Submit to 
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HERBED POTATO SOUP 

INGREDIENTS 

∗ 2 medium potatoes, peeled 

  and diced 

∗ 2 cups water 

∗ 1 large onion, chopped 

∗ 1/4 cup butter, cubed 

∗ 1/4 cup all-purpose flour 

∗ 1 teaspoon salt 

∗ 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 

∗ 1/4 teaspoon dried rose  

 mary, crushed 

∗ 1/4 teaspoon pepper 

∗ 1 1/2 cups milk 

DIRECTIONS 

Place potatoes and water in a 
large saucepan; cook over me-
dium heat until tender. Mean-
while, in another saucepan, 
saute onion butter until tender. 
Stir in the flour, salt, thyme, 
rosemary, and pepper. Gradu-
ally add milk. Bring to a boil; 
cook and stir for 2 minutes. 
Add potatoes with cooking liq-
uid; heat through. 

http://allrecipes.com/ 

Cat’s Chat 
Hello Everyone! 

 Happy New Year!  Well things are starting to get cookin’ over 
here! We have three scheduled Saturday Seminars within the next few 
months and will be posting our new 2010 Summer Institute applications 
and Young Writers’ Camp registrations.  

 Due to the hard economic times, this year we will be accepting 
only 16 new fellows. So if you know anyone who may be inter-
ested…make sure you tell them to apply EARLY! 

 We will be holding our 9th Annual Young Writers’ Camp at Cal 
State LA from July 12-July29. Our 3rd Annual Young Writers’ Camp at 
Hancock Park will also be held on the same three weeks. Coordinators, 
Denise Ross (CSULA)  and Christina Garcia (Hancock Park), will be se-
lecting teachers and will hold their first meetings sometime in March. This 
is a great camp with great teachers, so if you know any parents who may 
be interested, please give them our registration forms that can be found 
on our website at www.calstatela.edu/ywc. 

 Dale Stanhope is also on-board to coordinate our 3rd Young Film-
makers’ Camp. Dale is always excited to see what his students come up 
with. The children have fun and learn how to use video cameras and edit 
film using our on campus MAC lab software. We would like to post some 
of the student’s work up onto our Young Writers’ Camp website this year, 
so stay tuned! 

 Both of our fine directors, Bob and Carolyn, have been very busy! 
Bob has a seat on the University senate and is also the Co-Chair of the 
Curriculum and Instruction Department! Carolyn has a new grand-baby 
and boy is she enjoying every minute of it! She is so  to volunteer as the 
“babysitter” whenever she can. 

 Me? Well, I am still working at Oakwood School in North Holly-
wood as a science/technology lab assistant. I am like a sitting duck on my  
credentials right now so what do I do??? Go back to school! I am in the 
Induction Program that CSULA has to offer teachers who need to “clear” 
their credentials. Well, I fit the bill, so I took them up on their program and 
will be “clearing” my credentials this quarter...whew!  I don’t expect any 
job openings in the new year  and would be hesitant to take one at the 
rate teachers are getting dropped. So…I’m being patient...very patient. :) 
In regards to my family life, my oldest daughter is now in Middle School 
and my little baby is now in Kinder. Boy, does time fly!!!  

 

See you all soon! 

Cathy 

 

 


