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∗ From the Desk 

∗ Mandated Tests.. 

∗ Young Writers’ Camp 

∗ Writing w/o Margins 

∗ Fellow Buzz 

∗ Cat’s Chat 

The Invitational Summer Institute began this year with Sheridan Blau present-
ing on Acquiring Academic Literacy through Apprenticeship and Participation. 
Eddie Munoz presented on our second day with Descartes or Montaigne? Bal-
ancing Deductive and Inductive Approaches. We learned about writing assess-
ment with Bob Land as he presented Read Around with Myself as a Writer, My-
self as a Teacher of Writing. Ted DeVirgilis took us to the lab where we engaged 
in creating our own Wikis. Joan Cotich took us into writing groups with her 
presentation on Writing Groups and Response. Lovelyn Marquez Prueher helped 
us discover Where We Are From, and Kenya Marshall illustrated curriculum for 
the CAHSEE. Our Co-director, Shahe Mankerian has amazed us with two 
presentations: Poe Is Not the Only Poet and Paintings Speak Out, and recently 
Rebecca Joseph shared ideas for college essays. Our three Returning Fellows, 
Ethel Matlen, Mary Gallardo, and Tabitha Pang have modeled terrific demonstra-
tions to the other 13 new fellows. These coaches have given us wonderful 
presentations. Running through all this has been the patter of tiny feet as Den-
ise Ross and Cathy Morales directed one of the most successful Young Writers' 
Camps we have ever had. I'm always surprised at the quality of teaching in the 
YWC and how these teachers give us so much. Sue Kawell continues with her 
successful Young Readers' Camp supported by the teachers in the Reading Mas-
ters Program. It has been a fantastic summer with some great teachers, delicious 
food, and quality presentations. I especially want to thank Dr. Mary Falvey, the 
Dean of the Charter College of Education for supporting our project. Please look 
for upcoming projects, which include the Family Writing Workshops and Improv-
ing Students Academic Writing. 

From the Desk of Carolyn Frank: 
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 The real truth of the current “race for accountability” by our body politic rests in the 
premise of the infallibility of the almighty state test score.  As a veteran teacher in the 
classroom, one can’t help but wonder if these tests are merely shadows of wishful thinking 
by our politicians, administrators and pundits.   

 The reality of this truth of test results must lie at the opening of “Plato’s cave” if in-
deed, wisdom, reason and intellectual development are to emerge as the credible quest.   

The current education system with its necessary mandated curriculum, pacing 
plans, formative assessments and instruction, aligned totally in sync with the actual test,  

definitely succeeds in limiting any teacher’s ability to turn his or her head around, to free 
their chained appendages in order to see the real source of the student’s image and the 
source of the individual student’s struggle and defeatism.  This image, however, remains a 
number that rarely reflects any accurate measure of a student’s academic growth or suc-
cess.  That number hardly measures the brilliant intellect of our best and brightest stu-
dents nor does it reflect the underlying sources of failure and challenges faced by our low-
est performing students.   

 The highest test score does not guarantee a successful future college graduate and 
productive citizenry, anymore than it can predict the abject   failure in life of those who do 
not pass or raise that number adequately.  Performance is always relative, in life, and in 
education.   

 Perhaps the citizens in this democratic process should develop a test to measure  

the competence of politicians and administrative bodies who can then work to improve 
their GPI.  (Government Performance Index).  If they do not meet that number, they must 
remain chained to the wall of the cave, staring at the shadows of life behind them. 
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Page 3 LAWP Newsflash 
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Alma Orta with her students 

This summer the 11th annual Young Writers’ Camp and Sec-
ondary Writing Institute celebrated The Magic and Wonder of 
Writing during our three-week session which ran from July 9-
26.  A record-breaking 180 students from grades 1-11 partici-
pated in a wide range of writing experiences, including poetry, 
memoirs, fictional narratives, scriptwriting, and video editing.   
 

Two guest speakers from highly popular TV shows, South Park 
and Austin and Ally, treated upper grade students to the inner 
workings of television scriptwriting, inspiring one of the stu-
dents to write and submit an Austin and Ally script for 
“consideration.” 
 

Students also journeyed to the campus NASA lab, Luckman 
Theatre, and the police station on field trips that provided a 
broader view of this CSLA campus and their camp experience.   

A special thanks to the teachers and teaching assistants, Lizzie 
and Errol, for making this a truly magical session for all. 

. 
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Oy! Listen to these “fellows”- they’re sharing 
their words- “weenies and beans”- “forgetting 
cell phones”- “yelling at students”- really? 

 

This is what we write about!  

Simple everyday life. 

 

Life- 

Loves of a teacher 

A fellow 

 A “comrade in arms”- phewwww- 

 

Speak to the pen! 

Edit thyself! 

 

 
Ethel Matlen ‘06 

Summer Returning Fellow 2012 

Ready –Set-Go! 

Noooooooo!!! 

 

Not that word-oops-wrong– letter-what-
noooo!!! 

Aaargh! 

Delete button!!! -Aaargh! I knew I should 
have entered that writing contest for a new 
Ipad. All I needed to do was write an essay! 
Really? 

 

How hard can that be?? I’m a writing teach-
er, -really? 

 

9:15 am– look at them all!!! They don’t seem 
to skip a beat-letter-word-I mean. 

Writing-right? 

 

Line of thoughts. 

Let’s Land. 

Let’s Share. 

LAWP 2012 
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In July, I will be one of twenty-four educators participating in the Holocaust Educators Network Summer Seminar.  I 
learned about the seminar through the National Writing Project.  The fellowship is funded by the Memorial Library in 
New York City and  is offered by Lehman College of the City University of New York.  The Memorial Library is a non-
profit organization created by Olga Lengyel, a Holocaust survivor. The seminar will be held at Olga’s former home, 
now the Memorial Library.  The seminar encourages teachers to think creatively and collaboratively about how they 
teach the Holocaust and more recent genocides. Participants become adept at dealing with difficult material and discover 
how writing, dialogue, and inquiry can help motivate students toward social action.  We will be staying at Columbia 
University so I am excited to explore that area of the New York.  I know the seminar will be intense and there was a lot 
of pre-seminar work to do, but I am looking forward to discovering ways to bring this information back to my classroom 
and to share what I learn with other teachers. 

Ami Szerencse ‘09 

I'll be launching W.O.R.D. Ink's blog in early September with techniques and resources to help 
you and your students write with clarity, confidence, and impact. As writers and word lovers, pro-
fessionals and teachers, parents and students, I know you'll gain great value from subscrib-
ing. Please join! �
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GOT NEWS? 

Submit to 
lawp@calstatela.edu 
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• 4 large ripe tomatoes, sliced 
      1/4 inch thick 

• 1 pound fresh mozzarella 
      cheese, sliced 1/4 inch 
      thick 

• 1/3 cup fresh basil leaves 
      3 tablespoons extra virgin 
      olive oil fine sea salt to taste 
      freshly ground black pepper 
      to taste 

 
http://allrecipes.com/Recipe/Insalata-
Caprese-II/Detail.aspx 

�
������
��
 

Hello LAWPers, 

We are on our last week of both , the Summer Institute and the Young 
Writers’ Camp! This summer we welcomed 13 new Fellows and had 3 
Returning Fellows along with Shahe Mankerian ‘04, Carolyn, Bob and 
I! From what I hear, kudos goes out to all the new Fellows who had 
outstanding presentations this summer!   

 

Same recognition should go out to our teachers who taught this year! 
We have had a fantastic summer and nothing but great comments 
coming from parents! This year we had 175 local children attend the 
camp with fifty five of them signed up for our Secondary Writing Insti-
tute Camp! Our Secondary classes filled up so much that we needed 
to hire two new teachers just about a week before the camp’s first day! 
To top that, we did not advertise outside of our website  this year which 
means that “word of mouth” has been the key to our success! Yey! 

 

On a personal note, my now teenage daughter, Tehya, will be ventur-
ing off to high school this coming school year! Graduating from 8th 
grade with a great GPA, I am crossing my fingers that being labeled a 
honor’s student doesn’t lose its “cool” in high school. As naturally intel-
ligent (not from my genes!)  of a kid she is, she struggles with identify-
ing as being the “smart one” among her group of friends.  Oh, the woes 
of being a teen! As a mom, I am having my share of comments indicat-
ing that I  am “unfair and not cool” because I have refused to be her 
taxi driver for all her friends, I won’t pay for the new iPhone she wants, 
I denied her permission to  get a lip piercing over the summer and I 
deleted her Facebook account.  Calling out to all teenage par-
ents...HELP!  MY CUTE , SWEET, and  LOVEABLE DAUGHTER  IS  
NO LONGER LIVING IN MY 
HOUSE… PLEASE  CALL ME IF 
AND WHEN SHE RETURNS!  Oh, 
gosh...I really need to boost up my 
strength and patience for the next 
few years!  If I am fully gray by the 
next time you see me…you’ll know 
why! 

 

Happy Summer Everyone! Enjoy 
August! 

 

Love, 

Cathy 

Tehya graduation 2012 

FACEBOOK 

Request to join our group  

Los Angeles Writing Project  


