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FROM THE CHAIR 

This academic year started with wonderful news: Kylie Hsu received the President’s 

Distinguished Professor Award.  We are very proud of her accomplishments.  

Congratulations!  The College of Arts and Letters also welcomed Peter McAllister as the 

new Dean.  The Department appreciates his recognition of the role we play in 

internationalizing the campus through our course offerings in seven languages, and his 

support for Department projects, including our annual Modern Language Festival and 

the refurbishment of the Language Lab. 

Modern Language Festival events were held in April and May 2012 featuring the 

following events: a guest lecture by Chigon Kim (Wright State University), “Do Ethnic 

Associations Really Promote Political Participation among Korean Immigrants in the United States?”; a guest 

lecture by Warner Tchan, ''Why Should Chinese Poetry Be Named Shi not Shige?"; an Ikebana (flower 

arrangement) workshop by Miyako Arao from the Sogetsu school; a performance of a scene from Moliere’s 

play, The Bungler, in English, by Emily Kosloski and Amin El Gamin (A Noise Within); a presentation of a Mexican 

film, Agnus Dei, by Alejandra Sánchez (the filmmaker); and a guest lecture by Wang Shuanghuai, “The Love 

Story of Emperor Tang Xuanzong and Consort Yang.”  All of these events were very successful, and I would like 

to thank the organizers (Gaston Alzate, Kylie Hsu, Qingyun Wu, Toshiko Yokota, Gretchen Angelo, and Namhee 

Lee). 

This academic year is ending with notable news.  Christophe Lagier, who has been serving as the director of 

studies at Columbia-Penn Program in Paris for the last two years, is cancelling his tenure here at CSULA.  Kylie 

Hsu will begin as professor emerita this fall.  Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank Dr. Hsu for her 15 years 

of dedicated service to the Department and beyond, without which the Department would not be as it is 

today. 

Finally I would like to congratulate Pablo Baler and Gaston Alzatè for their recent attainment of tenure and 

promotion to associate professor, and promotion to full professor, respectively, as well as the four students who 

received the 2011-2012 scholarship awards (John Buha, Rosendo Leon, Leslie Martinez, and Kiki Su)! 

Sachiko Matsunaga, Ph.D. 

Chair, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

  



CHINESE 

 

News from the Chinese Program 

 

Congratulations! Chinese B.A. graduate Li-Chuan Chiu 

is pursuing her Ph.D. in Chinese Applied Linguistics and 

Pedagogy at Beijing Normal University and Matthew 

Winter has been accepted to Columbia University's 

Teacher's College to earn a Master of Education in 

applied linguistics. Six students graduated with their 

Chinese B.A. in 2011-12: John Paul Buha, Christine Ma, 

Anli Rao, Jennifer Wang, Yingying Wu, and Jianjiang 

Zhong.  John Paul Buha has won two campus 

scholarships, the Howard Starret Memorial Scholarship 

and the Kylie Hsu Endowed Scholarship, and Yingying 

Wu was also awarded a scholarship by the Chinese 

American Faculty Association. Our current B.A. 

candidate Jimmy Chow has been accepted to 

Peking University through the CSU International 

Programs.  As Chinese program coordinator, Qingyun 

Wu organized the film screening of the most recent 

film directed by Chen Kaige, Sacrifice: Orphan of 

Zhao, on October 27, and co-sponsored another film 

screening, Flower, with the Chinese American Film 

Festival on November 3, 2011.  She also successfully 

organized a guest lecture for the Modern Language 

Festival, titled “Why should Chinese Poetry be Named 

Shi not Shige?” on April 24, 2012, as well as a Chinese 

B.A. graduation party on May 3.  Kylie Hsu will 

continue teaching in winter and spring quarters as 

professor emerita. 

 

 
Christine, John, and Yingying with Professor Wu 

 

Chinese Studies Center & Chinese Culture Club 

 

The Chinese Studies Center and the Chinese Culture 

Club co-organized the following two guest lectures by 

Professor Wang Shuanghuai, a visiting scholar from 

Shanxi Normal University, China: “The Life and 

Achievements of Empress Wu Zetian” on November 2,  

2011, and “The Everlasting Love of Emperor Tang 

Xuanzong and Consort Yang” on May 23, 2012. This 

year marked the 20th anniversary of our Chinese 

Poetry Recitation Contest, which was held on May 14, 

2012. All four first-place trophies were won by CSULA 

contestants—Wilter Truong at the elementary level, 

Naomi Kuo at the intermediate level, Flora Zhong at 

the advanced level, and Heesun Shin in the category 

for non-heritage speakers. This event, chaired by Kylie 

Hsu, director of the Chinese Studies Center and 

faculty adviser to the Chinese Culture Club, was 

featured in Sing Tao Daily on May 15, 2012. 

 

 
The Poetry Recitation Contest 2012 

 

Faculty Activities 

 

Kylie Hsu received the 2011-2012 

President’s Distinguished Professor 

(PDP) Award, becoming the first 

Asian woman to receive this most 

prestigious faculty award on 

campus. She was invited by the 

Academic Senate to present the 

PDP Lecture, “The Role of 

Education in Chinese Culture,” on April 10, 2012, and 

by the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi to deliver the 

keynote address, “Aim High: Be a Valiant Overcomer,” 

at its Initiation and Awards Ceremony on April 22, 

2012. These events were attended by the CSULA 

president, provost and vice presidents, college deans, 

and Department chairs, in addition to faculty, 

students, and special guests. Hsu will be retiring and 

teaching part-time beginning in the 2012-13 

academic year, and she has been granted emeritus 

status by President James M. Rosser. Her current and 

former students organized a retirement party for her 

on March 27, 2012, as a gesture of appreciation for 

her dedication to education and scholarship. 

 

Qingyun Wu served as a referee for the journal Studies 

in the Novel (University of North Texas). Her translated 

novel, A Novel about the Chinese People's Liberation 

Army: The Third Eye by Zhu Sujin (2010), has been 

collected by many major university libraries in the U.S. 

as well as abroad, including Stanford, Chicago, Ohio 

State, Georgetown, Columbia, Princeton, Hawaii 



at Manoa, Tamkang (Taiwan), Toronto (Canada), and 

Melbourne (Australia). Her book, A Dream of Glory 

(Fanhua Meng): A Chuanqi Play by Wang Yun (2008), 

has recently been reviewed by Siyuan Liu, professor of 

theatre at the University of British Columbia, in Asian 

Theatre Journal (published by University of Hawaii at 

Manoa). Wu was invited as a guest speaker by Cal 

State Fullerton to read poems from her book, A Single-

winged Bird. She was also on a roundtable panel with 

famous fiction and comic writers, and facilitated a 

poetry writing workshop during the two-day event 

from November 4 to 5, 2011. She presented “Breaking 

Stereotypes: Images of Chinese Americans in Recent 

Films and Literature” at the International Journal of Arts 

& Science Conference at Anglo-American University, 

in Prague, Czech Republic, on June 21, 2011, and 

presented “Breaking through Periphery into 

Mainstream: a Study of Two Asian American Films” at 

“Changing Boundaries and Reshaping Itineraries: An 

International Conference on Asian American 

Expressive Culture,” held at Beijing Foreign Studies 

University, June 2012.  

 

FRENCH 
 

News from the French Program 

 

Congratulations to 2011-12 French graduates Vanessa 

Autumn Johnston, Daisy Evelyn Muñiz, and David 

Ornelas (magna cum laude).  All three of these 

students were officers and active members in the 

Cercle français, CSULA's French club.  Their enthusiasm 

for the program and outstanding contributions in and 

out of the classroom will be sorely missed. 

 

Two of our French students, Lakisha Greene and 

Chelsey Sinclair, successfully completed a year of 

study on the CSU International Program in Paris, and 

loved it so much they each decided to renew their 

status for a second year abroad.  Bonne chance, 

mesdemoiselles!   

 

The Cercle français and the French program 

organized several successful events this year.  In 

addition to their weekly free tutoring and French 

conversation sessions, the Cercle held a holiday 

potluck with a number of excellent French specialties.  

They also held their first fund-raising event, offering 

crepes, coffee, and hot chocolate for sale outside the 

University-Student Union.  Finally, the French section 

invited actors from the Pasadena classical theater 

company, A Noise Within, to campus for our Modern 

Language Festival. Two actors performed a scene 

from Moliere's The Bungler (L'Etourdi), one of the two 

French plays the company was putting on that season 

(in English translation), and answered questions 

ranging from the specific preparation necessary for 

performing in 17th-century play to general inquiries 

about an actor's life in Los Angeles.  The event was 

well-attended by students from beginning to 

advanced levels, the latter particularly profiting as 

they had just read a Moliere play in class.  The French 

section also successfully offered our French film class, 

FREN 471.  The class, taught in English by Professor Brian 

Daniels, was cross-listed for the first time with TVF 

(Television, Film, and Media Studies), and students 

were enthusiastic about the discussions fostered by 

combining students from these two academic 

disciplines. 

 

Faculty Activities 

 

French faculty and students bade farewell to 

Christophe Lagier, who after two years on leave will 

be permanently departing CSULA to continue in his 

role as Director of the Columbia-Penn University 

programs in Paris.  Lagier was a linchpin of the CSULA 

French program for more than ten years.  He and 

Gretchen Angelo worked together to revive the 

French M.A. program, largely through volunteer 

teaching in its initial years, and substantially increased 

the number of students in French classes from the 

elementary through the major and M.A. levels.  Lagier 

will remain a familiar voice to our students thanks to his 

recordings made for our first-year textbook, Liberté.  

Those who benefited from his excellent instruction, 

especially in his signature courses in French film and 

contemporary French and Francophone cultures and 

literatures, will greatly miss his enthusiasm, feedback, 

and erudition in the classroom.  His colleagues will 

likewise regret his hardworking presence as faculty 

adviser of the Cercle français and his membership 

and chairing of numerous committees.  We 

congratulate him on his prestigious post in Paris while 

thanking him for his many years of service to the 

program and Department. 

 

Gretchen Angelo continued to serve the Department 

as associate chair and coordinator of the French 

Program.  Angelo seeks to foster student success in the 

French program by regular contact with all majors 

and minors in person and through an email list; she 

also interviews all French students for oral proficiency 

and evaluates majors’ portfolios for graduation.   

Angelo taught 12 courses this year, including 

elementary and intermediate language classes as 

well as advanced classes in Grammar and 

Composition, Phonetics, French Linguistics, French 

Prose and Drama of the Middle Ages through 18th 

Century, French Poetry, and French Civilization.  Her 

first-year textbook, Liberté, has to date been adopted 

at over 25 high schools and colleges in the U.S., 

Canada, and other countries. 

 



JAPANESE 
 

The Japanese Studies Center successfully hosted two 

events this year: the Japanese Speech Contest 

(February 25, 2012), and a Japanese flower 

arrangement demonstration and workshop (April 26, 

2012). 

 

The 16th Japanese Speech Contest 

 

Twenty-three contestants (from four high schools and 

three universities) spoke in front of 70 people during 

this year’s Japanese Speech Contest. The judges 

(Setsue Shibata of California State University, Fullerton, 

Professor Motoko Ezaki of Occidental College, and 

Maki Watanabe from the Japan Foundation, Los 

Angeles) awarded prizes to students from three levels 

of study. The event was supported by the Consulate 

General of Japan at Los Angeles, the Japan 

Foundation, and Kinokuniya Bookstore in Costa Mesa. 

Grand prize winner: Po-Hsun Wang (UCI); First prize 

winners: Anthony Fedorko (Crossroads H.S.), Mark 

Guillermo (college 1-2 level, UC Riverside), Alicia Bull 

(college 3-4 level, CSULA); Second prize winners: Zack 

Maddren (Notre Dame H.S.), Zoe Fox (college 1-2 

level, UCI), Alison Tominaga (college 3-4 level, UCI); 

Third prize winner: Nao Oida (West H.S.), Haruna 

Asakawa (college 1-2 level, UCI), Yilei Liao (college 3-4 

level, UCI); and Consulate Award winner: Le’Shawn 

Spearman (CSULA). 

 

Japanese Flower Arrangement Performance & 

Workshop  

The workshop was held as part of the Modern 

Language Festival. It offered two 75-minute sessions, 

and 40 students participated in the performance and 

workshop.  Miyako Arao, an instructor from the 

Sogetsu Ikebana School, gave demonstrations and 

then led the workshop.  Although the majority of the 

participants did not have any flower arrangement 

experience, with help from Ms. Arao and two Ikebana 

instructors, all the participants creatively arranged 

flowers and took home their beautiful artwork at the 

end of the workshop. 

NEWS FROM ALICIA BULL: JAPANESE B.A. STUDENT 

I came to CSULA as a freshman pursuing an Art degree in graphic design. However, 

after taking just a few Japanese language classes at CSULA, my interest turned into a 

passion. I ended up changing my major and eventually, my career path, to one 

revolving around the “Land of the Rising Sun.” I think the best word to describe my 

feelings towards learning Japanese for the first two years was “wrapped up.” The 

excitement of conquering one area, or mastering a particular set of grammar points, 

quickly disappeared as I shifted all of my focus to the next step up. Outside of class I 

started going to Japanese-English language exchange meet-ups to make new friends 

and attempt to improve my broken conversational skills. I tried out a lot of different 

study methods. I also had the privilege of taking part in the annual Japanese Speech Contest, in which I 

placed first among the 1st- and 2nd-year students. During my year-long study abroad at Waseda University in 

Japan in my junior year, not only did I achieve my greatest goal—attaining conversational fluency—but I also 

made a group of lifelong friends, traveled all over Japan, and experienced the fast-paced Tokyo life as well 

as the calm meandering one of the countryside. I saw Kabuki plays and Sumo matches one week and 

Japanese rock concerts the next. The juxtaposition of old and new that exists in Tokyo today is something that 

continues to amaze me each time I experience it. But more than anything, I think my year in Japan and all of 

the incredible experiences I had—both good and bad—have helped me discover who I am as a person and 

which direction I want to take during the next stage of my life. It has been a year and a half since I came 

back from Japan, but now I am really happy that I was able to come back and finish out my degree with the 

classmates and professors that we have here at CSULA. They have helped push me toward achieving my 

goals, and I am really thankful for the friendship that they have shown me during my time at this school. After 

graduating, I will be heading back to Japan to work and start my new life, but I definitely won’t forget the 

journey and all of the wonderful experiences that have led me to this point. 

 



Japanese Faculty Activities 

 

Toshiko Yokota presented a paper, 

“Peace Education for Japanese 

Language Learners” (Poster Session in 

Japanese) at the 13th International 

Conference of European Association 

of Japanese Studies, Section 10, 

Japanese Language and Japanese 

Language Education, in Tallinn, 

Estonia (August 25, 2011). She 

published a paper, “A Creative Project Work for the 

Japanese Intermediate Level: To Enhance Japanese 

Proficiency and Critical Thinking” (co-authored in 

Japanese), ICU Studies in Japanese Language 

Education 7 (spring, 2011), and co-authored a 

textbook, Exploring Japanese Literature: A Text for 

Language Learners at Intermediate Level and Above 

(CreateSpace, summer, 2011). 

 

Chisato Koike presented a paper, “Describing Strange 

Food: Sharing Food Experiences in Interaction,” at the 

12th International Pragmatics Conference in 

Manchester, U.K. (July 8, 2011), and another paper, 

“Answering Questions Together in Joint Storytelling,” at 

the 10th International Institute for Ethnomethodology 

and Conversation Analysis Conference in Fribourg, 

Switzerland (July 13, 2011). She is currently working on 

a paper to be included in Food and Language: The 

Verbal and Nonverbal Experience (tentative), edited 

by Polly Szatrowski. 

 

KOREAN 
 

In 2011-12, the Korean program hosted five talks, all of 

which were very well attended. 

 

On March 5, 2012, three representatives from the 

Korean Education Center in Los Angeles visited 

Korean classes and gave presentations on the Teach 

and Learn in Korea (TALK) Program. This program is a 

scholarship program for those who want to 

experience South Korea. If selected, the scholarship 

winner teaches English in an elementary school for 15 

hours a week for six months or 12 months. The 

scholarship money is $8,500 for six months and $17,000 

for one year. All expenses (airfare, room and board, 

workshop etc.) are paid by the Korean government. 

Four students of CSULA applied for the program and 

they are currently under review. 

 

On March 16, 2012, Jutta Birmele gave a talk entitled, 

“What can the case of German Reunification teach 

Korea for their reunification?” Although Birmele’s 

lecture was primarily from her perspective as a 

historian, it also incorporated her personal experience 

of the historical moment of the Berlin Wall’s coming 

down.  Students had an opportunity to understand 

political and social issues that a divided country has to 

face and overcome. 

 

On April 19, 2012, there was a lecture by Chigon Kim 

(associate professor of sociology and anthropology, 

Wright State University) on the topic of “Do Ethnic 

Associations Really Promote Political Participation 

among Korean Immigrants in the United States?”  

About 40 Korean students attended the lecture and 

had a serious discussion on how to promote minority 

groups' involvement in American politics.   

 

 
Angela Chen with Mr. Nam, the K-pop star, after the presentation. 

 

On May 14, 2012, Roy Choi, the director of 

Kollaboration, and Erick Nam, a K-Pop singer, visited 

CSULA and gave a presentation about how and why 

Korean pop music is developing and being embraced 

throughout the world.  Students in Korean courses 

attended this talk, enjoying the opportunity to learn 

about Korean pop culture directly, and meet a 

Korean celebrity. Choi generously invited all students 

in our Korean classes to his concert on July 13 at the 

Ford Amphitheatre at Hollywood. 

 

 



 

 
Bonnie Wong with Mr. Choi after the presentation. 

 

On May 24, 2012, Seokwoo Kim (vice-president of the 

University of Seoul) visited CSULA and delivered a 

lecture on “The Relationship between Korea and the 

US after the 2012 Korean General Election” to students 

in the Korean program.  This lecture explored the 

possible repercussions that the conservative victory in 

the Korean general elections may have on the 

relationship between the two countries. 

 

SPANISH 
 

Spanish Faculty Activities 

 

Gaston Alzate’s article, 

“Cultural Interweavings In 

Mexican Political Cabaret,” 

was selected to be published 

in the volume, Politics of 

Interweaving Cultures in 

Performance, the first 

anthology of collective works 

of the fellows of the 

Verflechtungen von Theater 

Kulturen (Interweaving Performance Cultures), Freie 

Universität, Berlin. Alzate also published “Masový 

kabaret Jesusy Rodríguez a kulturní pozadí 

performance," translated by Sylvie Keilová, in the 

volume, The Annual of Texts by Foreign Professors, 

Univerzita Karlova, Prague.  His article, "Hacia una 

imaginería legítima: una visión del cine colombiano a 

partir de la obra de Luis Ospina," was approved for 

publication in the journal Revista de Estudios 

Colombianos. 

As co-editor of KARPA Journal (Dissident Theatricalities, 

Visual Arts, and Culture), he released KARPA 4.1-4.2 

(fall 2011), which includes texts by performance artist 

Josefina Báez, Ileana Diéguez (Universidad Autónoma 

Metropolitana), Sue Ellen Case (UCLA), Holger Hartung 

(Interweaving Performance Cultures, Berlin), Cecilia 

Aguilar (Universidad Iberoamericana), Sirena Pellarolo 

(CSU-Northrige), Rosana Blanco Cano (Trinity 

University-San Antonio), Alvaro Villalobos (Universidad 

Autónoma del Estado de México), and interviews with 

Iveta Duskova (Czech Republic) and Souleymane 

Mddoj (Senegal).  Professor Alzatè was also the host of 

Hot Nights: A Salsa & 

Mariachi 

Performance, which 

united the CSULA 

Mariachi and Salsa 

bands. The concert 

was presented on 

March 17, 2012, at 

the State Playhouse 

on the CSULA 

campus, and was 

led by award-

winning CSULA 

faculty musical 

directors Paul De 

Castro and Cynthia 

Reifler-Flores. The 

narrative 

presentation was co-

written by Professors Alzate and José Cruz González of 

the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance.  

Professor Alzate plays flute for the CSULA Mariachi 

band, “Aguilas de Oro,” and he participated in 

various concerts open to the campus community. 

 

Dr. Alzate with the CSULA Mariachi band. 



Pablo Baler gave a lecture titled 

“Identity Crisis: Tele-presence 

performance and post-digital 

photography” at Pomona 

College, Claremont, California, 

April 2012. He presented a 

paper titled “Aura: 

Arquitecturas del desorden” at 

the Conference “Carlos 

Fuentes: Ancient Mexico, 

Modernity, and the Literary Avant-Garde,” California 

State University, Los Angeles, May 2012. He published 

two book reviews: the first on Cervantes and the 

Pictorial Imagination: A Study on the Power of Images 

and Images of Power in Works by Cervantes by Ana 

María Laguna, in Hispania, Dec. 2011, and the second 

on Sigilosos v(u)elos epistemológicos en Sor Juana Inés 

de la Cruz by Veronica Grossi, in A contracorriente: A 

Journal on Social History and Literature in Latin 

America vol. 7, no. 3, 2011. A contracorriente has also 

published a book review of his essay, Los sentidos de 

la distorsión: fantasías epistemológicas del 

neobarroco latinoamericano (Winter 2012), entitled 

“Hacia los sentidos de la distorsión de Pablo Baler” by 

Cuban poet Pablo de Cuba Soria. The international 

anthology, The Next Thing: Art in the 21st Century, will 

be coming out fall/winter 2012 by Fairleigh Dickinson 

University Press. 

 

Domnita Dumitrescu published 

an article, “El español en los 

Estados Unidos: Crecimiento, 

metamorfosis y controversia,” 

in the Boletín de la Academia 

Norteamericana de la Lengua 

Española (ANLE) Nr.14, 2011, 

pp. 261-302. She also published 

“Cortesía codificada vs. 

cortesía interpretada en español”, in vol. 7, nr. 8 

(November 2011) of Glosas (periodical online 

publication of the North American Academy of the 

Spanish Language). She is in the final stages of editing 

the book, El español en Estados Unidos: E pluribus 

unum? Enfoques multidisciplinarios, to be published in 

New York by the North American Academy of the 

Spanish Language in fall 2012. Her article, “El español 

en Estados Unidos a la luz del censo de 2010: los retos 

de las próximas décadas,” has been accepted for 

publication in Hispania, alongside her editorial guest 

column, “Spanglish: What’s in a Name?” to appear in 

the September 2012 issue of the journal. Her 2011 

book, Aspects of Spanish Pragmatics, was very 

favorably reviewed in Lingua, Journal of Pragmatics, 

and Boletín de la Academia Norteamericana de la 

Lengua Española. 

 

Between summer 2011 and spring 2012, she made the  

following scholarly presentations: “¿Qué se entiende 

exactamente por Spanglish?” Annual Meeting of the 

AATSP (American Association of Teachers of Spanish 

and Portuguese), Washington, DC, July 2011; 

“Reflexiones sobre el español de los Estados Unidos a 

la luz de los datos del último censo,” XIV Congress of 

ASALE (Association of Academies of the Spanish 

Language), Panama City, November 2011; and “On 

the Translations of Carlos Fuentes in Romanian," 

International Conference on Carlos Fuentes, California 

State University, Los Angeles, May, 2012.  She delivered 

the keynote address, entitled “The Representation of 

Regional Spanish Speech in Literary Dialogues,” at the 

spring annual meeting of the Roger Anton Chapter of 

the AATSP (April 28, 2012, California Baptist University), 

and she presented "Al pie de la Casa Blanca: Poetas 

hispanos en Washington DC" at a session organized by 

ANLE at the Annual Meeting of the AATSP, 

Washington, D.C., July 2011. On May 11, 2012, she was 

invited to present Ortografía básica de la lengua 

española, by the Royal Academy of Spain and the 

Association of Academies of the Spanish Language, 

at the second Spanish Book Fair in Los Angeles 

(LeaLA), in a panel organized by the North American 

Academy of the Spanish Language and the Editorial 

Planeta-Mexico (co-presenter, Gerardo Piña-Rosales, 

ANLE Director). 

 

  
Prof. Dumitrescu presenting at the Carlos Fuentes conference. 

 

Professor Dumitrescu also  contributes in the editorial 

field: she continues her work as book/media editor of 

Hispania, and she was elected to the editorial boards 

of the following publications: the new international 

journal Pragmática Sociocultural: Revista internacional 

sobre lingüística española, the Boletín de la 

Academia de la Lengua Española, and the ALDEEU 

(Asociación de Licenciados y Doctores Españoles en 

los Estados Unidos) monographs. In addition, she is the 

liaison between the AATSP and the Hispanic Honor 

Society Sigma Delta Pi, on one hand, and the AATSP 

and the MLA (Modern Language Association of 

America) on the other hand. In the former capacity, 

she was a member of the jury who selected the 2012 

winner of the joint AATSP-SDP student award “Mario  

Vargas Llosa”; in the latter capacity, she organized an 

AATSP panel at the 2013 MLA meeting in Boston. 



 
Professor Dumitrescu with the ANLE delegation at the ASALE Panama conference. 

 

She was honored at the spring meetings of two local 

California chapters of the AATSP: On April 14, the 

Southern California chapter recognized her and fellow 

CSULA professor emeritus Alfonso González, and on 

April 28, she was recognized at the California Baptist 

University, in conjunction with the meeting of the 

Inland Empire chapter president Roger Anton. 

 

On April 19th, Professor María (Maya) Márquez 

presented a paper at the 2012 Kentucky Foreign 

Languages Conference in Lexington, Kentucky. Her 

presentation was titled "La creación poética de un 

'yo' íntimo en las cartas de Ernestina de Champourcin 

a Carmen Conde (1928-1929).”  She also attended 

the spring meeting of Peninsularistas, an academic 

group devoted to the study of Spanish Peninsular 

literature of all genres and periods, on May 5, 2012. 

 

Márquez’s article, “Art and Woman as Thresholds of 

the Sublime: the Gendered Limits of ‘the Method of 

BETWEEN’ in Godard's Passion,” appeared in print in 

the April 2012 issue of the Australian Journal of French 

Studies. She also published a review of Joan L. Brown’s 

Confronting Our Canons: Spanish and Latin American 

Studies in the 21st Century (Lewisburg, Pa: Bucknell UP, 

2010) in the December issue of Hispania.  Dr. Márquez 

continues to contribute to this journal both as a peer 

reviewer and as an invited reviewer. Her review of 

CINEGLOS, an interactive virtual glossary of film 

terminology, will appear in Hispania later this year. She 

is currently working on an article on Spanish early 20th-

century poet Ernestina de Champourcin. 

 

Finally, in summer 2011, Professor Márquez was invited 

to teach a course on Contemporary Spanish 

Narrative at the University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Because of his internationally recognized expertise, 

Professor Alejandro Solomianski has been invited by 

the University of Toulon (France) to contribute an 

article to the special issue of its publication, Babel: 

Romper con la norma: representaciones de la ruptura 

en el mundo hispánico (to be published in 2013). 

 

Professor Solomianski has published “‘El negro 

Falucho’ y la subalternización sistemática de lo 

afroargentino” in Las poblaciones afrodescendientes 

de América Latina y el Caribe, Pasado, presente y 

perspectivas desde el siglo XXI. This book was co-

edited by the National Universities of Tres de Febrero, 

Córdoba and the CONICET (Córdoba (Argentina): 

Cátedra UNESCO sobre Diversidad Cultural, 2012).                                                                                  

His recent book, Otras voces. Nuevas identidades en 

la frontera sur de California (2011), received an 

excellent review by Diego Pascual y Cabo in Hispania, 

volume 95, March 2012.  Professor Solomianski also 

published a film review on El secreto de sus ojos in 

Hispania, volume 94, number 4, December 2011. 

 

Since 2011, Professor Solomianski has been serving as 

associate editor of A contracorriente, a prestigious 

publication that examines Latin American Cultural 

Studies from Neo-Marxist and leftist perspectives.  His 

fellow associate editors include major figures of the 

field, such as Misha Kokotovich (University of 

California, San Diego) and Sophia McClennen (Penn 

State University).  He previously served as book review 

editor for this journal (2009-10). 



Student Activities 

 

Dinner with participants in the AEE event (May 17, 2012) 

 

ΔΣΠ (SIGMA DELTA PI) 

Established in 1919 at the University of California, 

Berkeley, the Hispanic Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi 

honors those who have completed three years of 

study of college-level Spanish, including at least 

three semester hours of a course in Hispanic 

literature or Hispanic culture and civilization with a 

minimal grade point average of 3.0 in all Spanish 

courses taken. Candidates must also rank in the 

upper 35 percent of their class – sophomore, junior, 

or senior – and must have completed at least three 

semesters or five quarters of college work. Graduate 

students may also be elected to membership upon 

completion of two graduate courses in Spanish with 

at least a “B” average. 

 

With 567 chapters nationwide and its national office 

at The College of Charleston in Charleston, South 

Carolina, Sigma Delta Pi is a member of the 

Association of College Honor Societies, the nation’s 

only certifying agency for college and university 

honor societies. In 2011-12, Juancarlos Roque, an 

M.A. student in Spanish, assumed the presidency of 

CSULA’s local Sigma Delta Pi chapter, Gamma Psi. 

He was joined by Jerry Olague as vice-president, 

Norma Mellín as chapter secretary, and Liliana 

Arcos as archivist. The faculty adviser for the local 

chapter is Professor Maya Márquez. An induction 

ceremony for new members is planned for the fall 

quarter. 

 

AEE (Asociación de Estudiantes de Español) 

As part of the Modern Language Festival, the 

Asociación de Estudiantes de Español – with the 

support of Professors Alzate and Marín – invited 

Mexican director Alejandra Sánchez to present her 

last film titled Agnus Dei.  AEE’s President Angélica 

Gómez was key in organizing this important event 

co-sponsored by Latin American Studies, Modern 

Languages, and Women’s Studies. The event took  

 

place on May 17, 2012, in the Golden Eagle Ballroom, 

with the screening followed by an animated 

conversation between the director and an audience of 

approximately 60 students and faculty members. This 

thoughtful and very moving documentary was also part 

of the “Hola México” itinerant film festival held two 

weeks later in Los Angeles. Before coming to Los 

Angeles, Sánchez had been interviewed by renowned 

newscaster Jorge Ramos (Univisión TV Channel, Miami). 

 

 
Participants in the AEE activity (May 17, 2012) 

 

Following the Q&A session, there was a reception 

organized by AEE students at Golden Eagle Ballroom.  It 

was attended by current and former AEE officers Jesús 

Gastelum and Ivett Romo, Professors Marín and Alzate, 

and various students in the Spanish program Esmeralda 

Delgado, Armida Chávez, Pedro and Héctor 

Rubalcaba, and Louis Quevedo, among other guests. 

The event was a great opportunity for them to talk to the 

director in a more informal setting, and discuss the 

current political situation of Mexico, as well as the joys 

and challenges of making documentaries nowadays. 

  

Alejandra Sánchez is director of the multiple award-

winning documentary Bajo Juárez, una ciudad 

devorando a sus hijas, which she also presented to a 

CSULA audience in 2010, invited by AEE and Latin 

American Studies.  AEE thanks Spanish Professors 

Dumitrescu and Retzer for promoting this event in their 

classes, as well as History Professor Eileen Ford. 



CSULA also hosted an international conference on 

Carlos Fuentes: Ancient Mexico, Modernity, and the 

Literary Avant-Garde, as part of the ongoing Gigi 

Gaucher-Morales Memorial Lecture Series.  The 

conference, hosted at CSULA on May 4-5, 2012, 

unknowingly served as a farewell to the recently-

deceased Mexican writer.   The life, works and 

historical context of Carlos Fuentes were discussed by 

five keynote speakers and a group of scholars who 

delved into his novels, short stories, and essays 

throughout six sessions and a staging of his play 

“Orquídeas a la luz de la luna.” The conference was 

organized in collaboration with (and with the support 

of) the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the 

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). As the 

main organizer, Professor Roberto Cantú, has said: 

“With [his] sudden death ten days after this 

conference, our two-day discussions, sessions and 

lectures were in retrospect a tribute and celebration 

of the life and writings of Carlos Fuentes." 

 

Alumni News 
 

Several graduates from our M.A. Spanish program 

presented valuable papers at the Carlos Fuentes 

conference held on campus on May 4-5, 2012. 

 

Iliana Alcántar presented the paper, entitled “Carlos 

Fuentes y la nueva narrativa mexicana: 

¿Continuación del Boom o subversión contra el 

perenne intelectual y padre literario?” Iliana, after 

graduating from our program,  earned her doctorate 

at UCLA, and is currently an assistant professor of 

Spanish at Queens College in New York. 

 

Agustina Ortiz presented “Reencarnación de la 

memoria en Inquieta compañía.” Agustina is currently 

an independent writer living in Munich, Germany. She 

has published poetry and short stories in anthologies 

and literary journals in Spain, Italy and Mexico, and 

has read from her work at literary festivals in Mexico, in 

particular the annual international conference of 

women poets in Oaxaca, “Mujeres poetas en el país 

de las nubes.” 

 

Valentín González-Bohórquez presented “La muerte 

de Artemio Cruz: un tortuoso y modernista 

bildungsroman.” Valentín is currently teaching Spanish 

language and literature at Biola University, and he is 

collaborating with book reviews in Hispania, the 

scholarly journal of the American Association of 

Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. 

 

In attendance, without presenting papers, but 

supporting their former classmates, were alumni  

Marcela Rojas (who is married to Valentín), and 

Froylán Cabuto. Marcela teaches Spanish language 

and literature at Azusa Pacific University and has just 

been elected president of the Southern California 

chapter of the American Association of Teachers of 

Spanish and Portuguese.  As for Froylán, who is 

currently the chair of the Department of Foreign 

Languages at Cerritos College, he is a published poet 

and a film maker. Alumni Miriam Boada and Jesús 

Arellano, who both teach Spanish at Mount San 

Antonio College, also attended the conference. In 

addition, Gloria Bautista, another of our graduates 

from the M.A. program, was part of the conference 

registration committee. 

 

Cristina Quitegui, a graduate student in our M.A. 

program, presented the paper, "Comparación entre 

Diego Rivera y Michel Angelo Buonarotti," at the fall 

meeting of the Southern California Chapter of the 

American Association of Teachers of Spanish and 

Portuguese, held at the Huntington Library on 

November 19, 2011. 

 

At the same meeting, our alumni Valentin González-

Bohórquez and Marcela Rojas also presented papers. 

The former spoke on  “La armonía del caos en el 

diálogo interartístico  en La nave de los locos,” while 

the lattter spoke on “Goya: Portraits of Romanticism.”  

Likewise, Nicolás Alemán presented, at the same 

meeting, “El primer grito de independencia de El 

Salvador en Júpiter, obra teatral de Fco, Gavidia.” 

 

Curiosities 
 

Did you know that CSULA Spanish Professor Maria 

Costa and CSULA alumna Debbie Gill (currently a 

professor of Spanish at Pennsylvania State University) 

are among the top 50 foreign language professors on 

Twitter?  As mentioned in the World Wide Learn (The 

World’s Premier Online Directory for Education), 

“criteria for selection include quality of posts, number 

of followers and tweeting frequency.” Professor Costa 

curates a Twitter feed of pithy quotations, 

perspectives, and news flashes in both Spanish and 

English, while Professor Gill publishes every week or so, 

commenting on class activities or connecting with 

colleagues, tweeting in Spanish and English. 

 

Source: http://www.worldwidelearn.com/education-

articles/top-50-foreign-language-professors-on-

twitter.html 

 

 

 



 

 

The Language Mirror editorial board welcomes comments, suggestions, and news about Cal State L.A. students and alumni.  

Please go to www.calstatela.edu/philanthropy/, and click on Get Involved and Stay in Touch to update your information. 

Please send comments to: ckoike@calstatela.edu | Go to: www.calstatela.edu/academic/mld/ 

 

Chair:  Sachiko Matsunaga 

Chinese:  Qingyun Wu and Kylie Hsu 

French:  Gretchen Angelo 

Japanese:  Chisato Koike 

Korean:   Namhee Lee 

Spanish:  Domnita Dumitrescu 



 

If you would like to make a donation to support the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures (and support projects 

such as publishing future issues of The Language Mirror), you may do so on-line at  www.calstatela.edu/philanthropy/ and 

click on Give Now. 

You can designate your gift to the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures by clicking under Gift Designations, 

and then click on the circle “For the following college/school, department, program or special campaign” and indicate 

“Other.” Enter Modern Languages and Literatures Department and the gift will be directed appropriately. 

You can also make a donation by check.  Please make the check payable to University Auxiliary Services Inc./MLL and 

write in the check memo section “Dept. Modern Languages and Literatures.”  The mailing address is: 

Institutional Advancement Office, ADM 809 

Cal State L.A. 

5151 State University Drive 

Los Angeles, CA 90032. 

Contributions are tax-deductible and will be acknowledged by California States University, Los Angeles.  Thank you for 

supporting the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures at Cal State L.A.! 


