
Graduating MSW student, Angie Oh, came to the SSW with extensive ex-

perience working with older adults and disadvantaged communities.  She 

served as a volunteer coordinator for the Elderly Companionship Pro-

gram, a non-profit organization in Berkeley. She has led rallies and 

demonstrations, met with politicians, and used social media to spread 

awareness about how eliminating Adult Day Health Care Centers would 

affect older adults. She also traveled to Cambodia to conduct an agency 

evaluation for a non-government organization. It is not surprising that Oh 

has distinguished herself in the MSW program by her achievements and 

has been recognized with several stipends and awards.   
 

Oh was recently honored at Honors Convocation, one of only two MSW 

students who received a Certificate of Honor.  She is also the recipient of a grant from the CSULA 

Center for the Study of Genders and Sexualities (CSGS) for her thesis research, which received a 

separate stipend from CSULA’s Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity Fund. Her thesis 

used survey data from the California Health Interview Survey to examine the relationship be-

tween marital status and depression among lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LGB) older adults.  She 

presented the results of her study at the annual CSGS Student Research Conference on May 14, 

2013.  
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California State University, Los Angeles School of Social Work 

Newsletter 

Student Spotlight 

Advocacy Delegation on Human Trafficking 

On April 10, 2013, current BSW and MSW students, alum-

ni, and faculty conducted a presentation at the Greater 

Los Angeles Chapter of the United States National Com-

mittee for United Nations Women. They shared their life-

changing experiences after traveling to Thailand on an 

Advocacy Delegation on Human Trafficking in July of 

2012.  The presentation was followed by an open discus-

sion where all attendees were encouraged to learn and 

participate. See page 7 for more on the delegation and 

this event. 

 MSW alumnus, Aiko Enoki; Field Liaison,  

 Carla Bykowski; and MSW  students  

 Sylvia Tan and Valerie Douglas 

Greetings! 

We are proud to launch the School of Social Work’s newsletter to keep our community, students, 

and alumni updated on the School’s activities and accomplishments. The School of Social Work 

continues to be a leader in educating diverse cohorts of students who have gone on to contrib-

ute much to their communities. Our faculty also have an extensive history of community involve-

ment, while mentoring students and contributing to social work scholarship.  We hope you will 

enjoy the news provided in this letter and we look forward to sharing more in newsletters to 

come. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Dale Weaver, Director 

Spring 2013   Volume 1, Issue 1 

http://unwomen-usnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b164a62af3f31f2924d4906&id=18679c5f33&e=4ed88bed66
http://unwomen-usnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b164a62af3f31f2924d4906&id=18679c5f33&e=4ed88bed66
http://unwomen-usnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b164a62af3f31f2924d4906&id=18679c5f33&e=4ed88bed66
http://unwomen-usnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6b164a62af3f31f2924d4906&id=18679c5f33&e=4ed88bed66


Gi Lee’s thesis  involved a survey of MSW students to examine whether  their conceptualization of 

mental illnesses as being purely biological versus socially constructed varied by factors such as the 

students’ understanding about the mission of social work, their interest in micro versus macro social 

work, and their past experience using the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM). In addition to this 

work, Lee has been involved in several other research projects. For example, she assisted Dr. Bagda-

saryan on two program evaluations—one for the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

and another for the Skid Row Housing Trust. At her internship, Lee helped write a grant for the Latino 

Coalition for Community Leadership, which was subsequently funded.  Her assistance on the grant led 

to development of several mentoring programs.  In the future, Lee is interested in pursuing a doctoral 

degree. 

Student Achievements and Awards            

Every year, two BSW students and 

two MSW students are awarded Cer-

tificates of Honor at Honors Convo-

cation for their scholastic achieve-

ment and work in the community.  

The BSW students awarded honors 

this year were Lia Beth Mandelbaum 

and Abraham Nunez; the MSW stu-

dents were Angie Oh and Kanak 

Joshi. 

MSW Student Accepted to Ph.D. Program 

Graduating MSW student, De’Shay Thomas, was accepted to the doctoral program at Arizona 

State University. Thomas is a Bridges Scholar, which is a program sponsored by the University of 

Michigan-Ann Arbor and CSULA. The Bridges program provides training and support for MSW 

students interested in pursuing doctoral education. Thomas’s MSW thesis is using secondary 

data from the Learning about Violence and Drugs among Adolescents (LAVIDA) Project to exam-

ine the extent to which trauma, prior delinquency, substance use, and degree of hopefulness 

distinguish three types of violent offences that juveniles may engage in: sexual assault, robbery, 

and aggravated assault.  After finishing her doctorate, Thomas plans to pursue a career in re-

search, teaching, and program development in the field of forensic social work. 

Three current MSW students were selected to receive stipends to fund their theses, all of which were primary research studies 

conducted under the advisement of assistant professor Dr. Sofya Bagdasaryan. The grants were awarded by CSULA’s Re-

search, Scholarship, and Creative Activity (RSCA) fund to support work on graduate thesis or project. Angie Oh, as spotlighted 

on the front page of this newsletter, Gi Lee, and Jennifer Davis were the selected students.  

MSW Students Awarded Stipends for Thesis Projects 

Jennifer Davis is currently conducting an experiment to study whether participation in mind-

fulness meditation can reduce stress/burnout among MSW students as measured by the 

Maslach Burnout Inventory.  She is using a pre–test/post-test design to compare an experi-

mental group receiving the meditation to a control group not receiving the meditation. In 

addition to her thesis project, Davis also assisted Dr. Bagdasaryan with a program evalua-

tion for DCFS last year and is currently assisting her with an evaluation of  an advocacy pro-

ject.  Davis will be working at DCFS upon graduation and plans to pursue a doctoral degree 

in the future. 

April 2013 Honors Convocation:  BSW and MSW Students Receive Awards  

    Lia Beth Mandelbaum                 Abraham Nunez                         Angie Oh                             Kanak Joshi 
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Recent Events 

Lobby Days: April  21-22, 2013 

The 25th NASW-CA Legislative Lobby Days Conference was held in April in Sacramento.  There were 40 BSW and MSW stu-

dents from our SSW who joined more than 1,100 social work students from all over the state to engage in advocacy for three 

bills: AB 252, the Social Work Title Protection; AB 663, which would require training in cultural competency for administrators 

in residential care facilities 

when working with aging LGBT 

populations; and SB61, which 

would limit the use of solitary 

confinement for minors de-

tained in juvenile hall.  The 

students took to the State Cap-

itol to rally for these bills and 

lobby state legislators. Accord-

ing to Dr. Victor Manalo, advi-

sor for the Lobby Days Caucus, 

the Caucus will continue to 

follow these important bills to 

ensure that they become law.  

Meet & Greet held on March 9th, 2013 

The first of two Meet & Greets was held in March to welcome recently admit-

ted MSW Students.  The event included presentations by the International 

Caucus, the MSW Student Organization Caucus, and the Lobby Days Caucus.   

The Meet & Greet allowed admitted students to get to know the SSW faculty 

and staff, as well as have questions answered regarding the program.  We 

are excited to renew this tradition at our School and continue it in the years to 

come. The next Meet & Greet will be held on May 18, 2013.   

Pictured to the left: Snapshot of event; Dr. Dale Weaver welcoming at-

tendees; and (left to right) field liaisons, Bridgette Mitchell and Carla Bykow-

ski, along with Dr. Anh-Luu Huynh-Hohnbaum and CalSWEC Coordinator, Car-

ol Mroz, , during introductions. 

CalSWEC Title IV-E Student Day 2013 

Themed “Evolving social work practice: Social reform in action,” 

the Title IV-E Student Day was held at the Sheraton Grand Sacra-

mento Hotel on April 12, 2013.  This all-day conference is 

planned by the Student Day Planning Team, which includes stu-

dent representatives from the 21 graduate schools of social 

work in California and students from schools with Title IV-E 

BASW programs. The conference featured workshops on foren-

sic interviewing, combating sexual exploitation, job preparation 

skills, and many more. There were also two key speakers: Danna 

Fabella, who is a senior project consultant for the Child and 

Family Policy Institute of California and Rebecca Gonzales, the 

director of Government Relations and Political Affairs for the 

National Association of Social Workers. The conference also pro-

vided opportunities for student networking. 

Dr. Manalo and Dr. Altschuler (far left), 

along with  Lobby Days  Caucus leaders: 

Lyle Parker, Robert Brown (back), Alfred 

Mendiola, Monica Neris, and Jacob 

Sermeno (front) CSULA students and faculty at the Capitol 

Graduate Student Award Reception 

On May 7, 2013, several MSW students were honored 

at an annual CSULA reception acknowledging the aca-

demic achievements of graduate students. Pictured 

here (left to right) 

are Dr. Raquel 

Warley and Dr. 

Anh-Luu Huynh-

Hohnbaum, with 

their  Bridges 

Scholars (seated), 

De’Shay Thomas 

a n d  T e r e s a 

Melendrez, re-

spectively. 
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 Dr. Raquel Warley, assistant professor, and former CSULA MSW students Kathleen Coatta, Mon-

ica Harris, and Aiko Enoki had an article published in the International Journal of Health, Well-

ness, and Society.  In addition, Dr. Warley, along with current MSW student De’Shay Thomas and 

former MSW student Monica Harris, have a chapter forthcoming in a book about neuroscience 

and social work. 

 

Warley, R., Coatta, K., & Harris, M., & Aiko, E. (2013). F.I.T. Camp: Using an Intervention Re-

search Model for Design and Development of Optimum Programming for Disadvantaged 

Youth.  International Journal of Health, Wellness, and Society, 2 (2), pp. 67-82. 

 

Warley, R., Thomas, D., & Harris, M. (forthcoming).  F.I.T. Camp: A biopsychosocial model of 

positive youth development for at-risk adolescents.  In Social work and neuroscience: Implica-

tions for policy, practice, and research. New York, NY: Springer Publications. 

 

 Dr. Valentine Villa, professor, and Dr. Sofya Bagdasaryan, assistant professor, had an article pub-

lished in the journal, The Gerontologist.  Dr. Villa will present the  paper during a symposium at 

the Gerontological Society of America (GSA) annual meeting in November 2013.  

 

Villa, V.M., Wallace, S.P., Bagdasaryan, S., & Aranda, M. (2012). Hispanic Baby Boomers: 

Health inequities likely to persist in old age, The Gerontologist 52(2), 166-167. 

 

 Dr. Sofya Bagdasaryan had an article published in the journal, Children and Youth Services Re-

view.  Dr. Bagdasaryan also completed a three-year evaluation of a supportive housing program 

for homeless individuals and presented the results at a meeting for the Skid Row Housing Trust.  

 

Bagdasaryan, S. (2012). Social work education and Title IV-E program participation as predic-

tors of entry-level knowledge among public child welfare workers. Children and Youth Ser-

vices Review, 34(9), 1590-1597. 

 

 Dr. Siyon Rhee, professor, had an article published in the Child & Adolescent Social Work Journal. 

Dr. Rhee also received funding from the Blue Shield Foundation through the Korean American 

Family Service Center to identify service needs for immigrant Korean victims of domestic violence 

and establish a Korean American Domestic Violence Service Network to better serve monolingual 

clients. 

 

Rhee, S., Chang, J., Berthold, S., & Mar, G. (2012). Child maltreatment among immigrant Viet-

namese families: Characteristics and implications for practice.  Child & Adolescent Social 

Work Journal, 29(2), 85-101. 

Faculty Publications and Presentations 

Dr. Raquel Warley 

Dr. Valentine Villa 

Dr. Sofya Bagdasaryan 

Dr. Siyon Rhee 

Presentations 

 Dr. Anh-Luu Huynh-Hohnbaum, associate professor, and MSW student Teresa Melendrez presented “Who am I?” Develop-

ing a sense of self in biracial adolescents” at the Adolescent Sexuality Conference (April 2013) in Seaside, Oregon. 

 Dr. Raquel Warley presented “Positive masculine identity development: An educational seminar for forensic mental health 

practitioners who work with at-risk male juveniles” at the National Organization for Forensic Social Work (April 2013) in 

Seattle, Washington. 

 Dr. Anh-Luu Huynh-Hohnbaum presented “Examination of the role of race in self-esteem: A look at multiracial adolescents” 

at the National Social Science Association Fall Conference (October 2012) in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
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Dr. Alfredo Gonzalez was unanimously voted to 

emeritus status by the SSW in March 2012, after a 

distinguished career as a social worker and 34 years 

of service to CSULA. He has served as Dean of Un-

dergraduate Studies since 1988. His support for the 

field of social work and for the SSW has been stead-

fast over the years and we proudly welcome Dr. Gon-

zalez back to the SSW as professor emeritus. 

Faculty Awards and Recognitions 

Nayiri Nahabedian, field edu-

cation Liaison, was elected as 

the president of the Glendale 

Board of Education (BOE) on 

April 15, 2013.  She will serve 

a one-year term as president.  

This is her second four-year 

term with the Glendale BOE. 

Professor and founding director of the 

SSW, Dr. E Frederick Anderson, re-

ceived the Distinguished Faculty 

Alumnus Award  in the spring of 

2011. At the time of the award, Dr. 

Anderson had a 20-year career serv-

ing CSULA in numerous capacities 

and had spent more than 35 years in 

the field of social work.   
 

Dr. Anderson completed his BA in 

sociology at CSULA in 1965 and went 

on to complete a MSW at San Diego 

State University.  After working with 

the California Youth Authority for two 

years, Dr. Anderson became a Licensed Clinical Social Worker.  He com-

pleted his Ph.D. at the University of Southern California  and returned to 

San Diego State University as assistant dean in the School of Social 

Work, then later assistant dean there at the College of Human Services.  

 

In 1991, Dr. Anderson returned to CSULA as a faculty member, teaching 

in such areas as social policy, aging, and forensic social work. He then 

led the establishment of our MSW program, which opened in 1997.  Dr. 

Anderson continues to  teach classes at the SSW as an emeritus faculty 

and contributes  his expertise in the community. 

In 2012, Dr. Victor Manalo, associate professor, was elected to serve the California Contract Cities 

Association (CCCA) as its vice president for a one-year term.  He is also currently serving as Region XIII 

representative for the National Association of Social Workers’ Board of Directors (2011-2014). CCCA is a 

membership association of over 70 cities, representing more than 7 million residents that advances the 

contracting model for municipalities, so that constituents get the best service at minimum cost to the 

taxpayer.  Through municipal seminars, education, exchange of ideas and information, the CCCA combines 

resources to influence policy decisions affecting member cities. His priorities for this year include 

supporting president Steve Tye, councilmember, City of Diamond Bar, and strengthening CCCA's legislative 

influence in Sacramento. 

Dr. E. Frederick Anderson Receives the Distinguished Faculty Alumnus Award 

At the Award Gala: Dr. Beatrice Yorker, dean of the 

College of Health and Human Services, Dr. Karin-Elliott 

Brown, associate dean at the Office of Graduate Stud-

ies and Research, Dr. E. Fredrick Anderson, and Dr. 

Dale Weaver 
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Erika Barrales is a graduating BSW student who has 

given much of her time to the community. Last summer, 

she volunteered at the annual celebration of Wednes-

day’s Child, a FOX 11 News special program that assists 

in the adoption of children in foster care (see picture 

from event at right). She will be volunteering again at 

this year’s May event. Barrales has also volunteered for 

A Place Called Home, Day of the Child, and her local 

community center. Barrales is currently interning at All 

Peoples Community Center, a non-profit agency. She 

provides case management, facilitates activities for a 

domestic violence group, and co-facilitates an anti-

bullying group.  In addition to this, Barrales is currently 

engaged in service learning at the Dr. Julian Nava 

Learning Academy. She “believes that giving back to [her] community is im-

portant and [she] will continue to help empower youth.” 

3rd Annual Youth Peace Conference   

Co-sponsored by the SSW and the Pat Brown Institute, the Soledad Enrichment Action’s Youth Peace 

Movement’s “Peace Starts Within” conference was held on campus at the Golden Eagle on November 

8-9, 2012. Focused on teaching more than 400 youth from some of the most violent inner-city neigh-

borhoods how to overcome violence, the conference featured international peace activist, Arun Gandhi, 

who is the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi. Pictured to the left are BSW students Alfred Mendiola 

(president of the Association of Student Social Workers) and Lia Beth Mandelbaum, leading a panel 

discussion at the conference. 

In the Community 

MSW Students Organize a College/Career Fair for North Park High School 

Held on May 1, 2013, the inaugural College/Career Fair for North Park High School 

(NPHS) was pioneered by MSW students Katie McKay (CSULA) and Ramon Ortega 

(CSULB). NPHS is a continuation high school that employs alternative education 

methods to help students recover lost credits and graduate from high school. 

McKay stated that she and her field placement co-intern at the Kaiser Permanente 

Educational Outreach Program “noticed that college and career fairs were offered 

to all the ‘regular’ high schools in the community except for this one, which 

contains a population that needs the most guidance.”  Seeing an unmet need in 

the community, the interns decided to employ a macro-level intervention for their 

respective school’s required Macro Project and host a college/career fair for NPHS. 

They also evaluated the effectiveness of the event through pre- and post- surveys, 

which were self-reported by attending students.  

The vendors present were Devry University, 

Premiere College, Palladium Technical School, 

Baldwin Park Adult Education School, Baldwin 

Park Teen Center, Pasadena City College, Universal Technical Institute, Mt. San Antonio 

College, East San Gabriel Valley Regional Occupational Program, Wyotech, and United Parcel 

Service. Based on the responses by attendees, the event was a complete success and led to 

important discussions in classes. As one teacher reported, many students had “light bulb” 

moments and saw a future for themselves. The fair will continue for future years at NPHS. 

Norma Cervantes, Academic Counselor, Sergio 

Canal, Principal, Katie McKay, and Ramon Ortega 

Celia Nuñes, Erika Barrales, 

and Iliana Matamoros  

BSW and MSW Students Giving Back 

The Forensic Social Work Caucus (FSWC) 

led a community drive (April 30 - May 9,  

2013) to collect items for two agencies—

one serving re-entry homeless adults and 

another serving youth involved in the 

juvenile justice system. Members of the 

FSWC noticed a need in the communities 

in which they worked and decided to 

help by collecting donations. Pictured  to 

the right are 

De’Shay Thom-

as and Shelley 

McCall (MSW 

students in the 

FSWC) receiv-

ing a donation. 
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Social Work Students, Alumni, and Faculty Engage in Community-level Action Based on International Trip  

 
In July of 2012 BSW and MSW students, alumni, and two faculty 

members, traveled to Thailand to better understand sex trafficking in 

that area of the world. The trip was planned through the SSW 

International Caucus, which had also planned last year’s trip to 

Ghana, and is currently planning this summer’s trip to Venezuela. 

 

The delegation to Thailand learned about the many different social 

pressures that contribute to the problem of human trafficking.  The 

delegation is pictured below (left), after meeting with administrators 

and professors in the Social Work Department at Thammasat 

University.  Located in the heart of Bangkok, Thammasat University 

has one of the largest and oldest social work programs in Southeast 

Asia.  

 

On a personal level, the 

travelers were inspired by 

meeting Thai people, 

particularly in several 

remote villages, learning 

first-hand about the rich tapestry of Thai cultures. Professionally, students developed 

not only empathy for women and children impacted 

by human trafficking but many also returned 

motivated to take action in different ways.   

 

One such motivation led to the International 

Caucus’s involvement with the Greater Los Angeles 

Chapter of the United States National Committee 

for United Nations Women,  described on the front 

page of this newsletter.  Members of the 

delegation presented their experiences at the 

chapter meeting in April, facilitating discussion on this important topic. Pictured to the right 

is Cathy Hillman (center), who is the Founder and President of the Chapter. 

 

Another outcome of the advocacy delegation’s trip was based on meeting with Alezandra Russell, founder of Urban Light, 

which is a grassroots organization dedicated to raising awareness about boys who 

are victims of trafficking and exploitation and provides education, health services, 

housing, and emergency care. Russell, who was originally from Washington D.C., 

gave up her life in the States and moved to Thailand to start the organization after 

a trip there.  Members of the delegation were so inspired by Russell’s work, that 

they held a fundraiser in October 

2012 to benefit her organization. 

MSW student Diana Lujan led the 

efforts, and the fundraiser, held at 

Mari’s Wine Bar, resulted in more 

than $1,500 being raised. Russell 

was one of the guest speakers at 

the fundraiser.  

In September 2012, members of the delegation, along with their family and 

friends, formed a team called Shackle Smashers and walked in the Prop 35 

Walk for Justice. Approved by California voters in November, Proposition 35 

was an anti-sex trafficking bill. Shackle Smashers was the top team contributor 

to the Walk and MSW student Sylvia Tan was the top individual fundraiser.  

Pictured to the right are members of the team at the Walk for Justice. 

International Social Work and Our Local Community 

Tasha Willis (field liaison), Sylvia Tan, Valerie Douglas,  Angelic Lim-

joco, Martha Galaviz, Leslie Saavedra, Aiko Enoki, Mercedes Eche-

varria, Diana Lujan, Paxy Virgen, Jackie Rivera, Carla Bykowski (field 

liaison), and Yadira Rodriguez 

Angeline Limjoco, Paxy Virgin, Mercedes Echevar-

ria, Dr. David Engstrom (SW Professor from 

SDSU), Carla Bykowski, Sylvia Tan, Valerie Doug-

las,  and Diana Lujan 

Shackle Smashers: Sylvestre Vallejo, Carla  Bykowski, 

Ben Yep, Aiko Enoki, Angeline Limjoco, Valerie Douglas, 

Leslie Saavedra, Steve Funes, Diana Saavedra, Sylvia 

Tan, and Ming Tu 

Carla Bykowski,Valerie Douglas, Cathy 

Hillman, Sylvia Tan, and Aiko Enoki 

Leslie Saavedra, Diane Lujan, Alezandra Russell, 

Martha Galaviz, Valerie Douglas, Aiko Enoki, Sylvia 

Tan, and Carla Bykowski 
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Alumni Updates 

Spotlight: Elva Becerra (MSW 2012, BSW 2010) 

Elva Becerra went back to school to earn her BSW from CSULA after working for a few years at a non-

profit organization.  Upon graduating with her MSW, Becerra accepted a position as a hospice social 

worker at Hospice Care of the West. She works with patients who have been diagnosed with a terminal 

illness and have a prognosis of six months or less to live. She is part of a team that works closely with 

patients, families, and caregivers to enhance the quality of life and ensure the well-being of patients 

and their loved ones.  While in the MSW program, Becerra’s area of study was in aging and families. 

Her thesis involved a review of social work curricula at three southern California MSW programs to ex-

amine how much end-of-life content was being delivered and the quality of that content. 

What makes Becerra stand out is her dedication to furthering her education so that she can better 

serve her clients, despite the many obstacles that she faced along the way. She has overcome the chal-

lenges of being in the criminal justice system and is maintaining over a decade of recovery from sub-

stance abuse. All of these experiences contributed to her desire to become a social worker and help 

others overcome their own challenges. Becerra is a compassionate person with a natural ability to connect with others, quali-

ties that along with her degrees will ensure continued success in her future. 

Almira Agosto (MSW 2012) 

 

After graduating from the MSW program, Almira Agosto accepted a social work position as a training and coaching instructor 

for a federally-funded pilot program  at the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center called RISE (Recognize, Intervene, Support, 

and Empower).  The goal of RISE is to help increase the rate at which lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or question-

ing  (LGBTQ) children and youth in foster care find a permanent and safe place to call home.  Agosto provides trainings to so-

cial service practitioners in public and private child welfare agencies to help build capacity to support the permanency goals of 

foster care children and youth who identify as LGBTQ.  

 

Christopher Eagar-Finney (BSW 2011) 

 

Christopher Eagar-Finney was accepted to the MSW program at Columbia University while finishing his BSW degree. In the 

MSW program, Eagar-Finney is focusing on practice and programming, with a minor in law. He will graduate this spring. 

 

Bianca Garcia (MSW 2012, BSW 2010) 

 

While a student in the BSW program, Bianca Garcia knew she wanted to work with vulnerable children and families.  She 

earned a child maltreatment and family violence certificate while in the BSW program and then pursued a MSW degree to ex-

pand her knowledge and skills.  She is currently a social worker at the Department of Children and Family Services.  

 

Katherine (Katie) Hashimoto (MSW 2011) 
 

As a grant per diem liaison at the West Los Angeles Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Katherine Hashimoto works with  

community based organizations to provide transitional housing services, as well as substance abuse treatment programs to 

homeless veterans. In addition to her case management and counseling duties, Hashimoto served as the chair of the Inputs 

Task Force, which included the creation and distribution of an all staff survey and a monthly newsletter. In the near future, 

Hashimoto will be acting as a field preceptor to the MSW students that intern at the VA for their field placements. 

 

Leo Magrdichian (MSW 2010, BSW 2008) 
 

Leo Magrdichian is currently working as a program coordinator for WestCare Nevada, which is a non-profit organization that 

provides a variety of both residential and outpatient services.  For example, treatment programs are available for substance 

abuse, domestic violence, and mental health. 

 
 

Alumni: We are interested to know where you are and what you have been doing since graduating from our programs. Please email Dr. Bag-

dasaryan (sbagdas2@calstatela.edu) so that we can include you in future newsletters. 
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New Director of CSULA’s Inter-University Consortium (IUC)  
 

In January of 2013, Harkmore Lee was appointed as the director of CSULA's Center on Child Welfare, which 

is part of the IUC that trains new and current Department of Children and Family Services employees.  Lee 

comes to us after serving as director of training and education for the California Coalition Against Sexual 

Assault in Sacramento, where he managed statewide training and technical assistance services to more 

than 70 rape crisis/sexual assault centers and programs. He has over 18 years of advocacy and non-profit 

management experience, including nine years in the violence against women and child maltreatment fields.  

Emeritus Faculty Member Continues to Contribute to Social Work 

 
Pictured to the right in Antarctica, Dr. Shirley Better, one of the SSW’s 

emeriti faculty members, continues to contribute to social work, while 

making time to travel. In April 2013, Dr. Better attended the Annual Con-

ference of the Association of Black Social Workers (NABSW); while 

there, she presented on the ramifications of high unemployment on the 

black community and moderated a panel on the topic.   

Also in April, Dr. Better conducted a workshop on “Disproportionality in 

Foster Care of African American Children.”  She is currently preparing a 

presentation via long distance learning in Philadelphia for a group who 

are studying her book, Institutional Racism.  

New Faculty 

 

The Field Education office recently hired two new field education liaisons: Carla Bykoswki and Bridgette Mitchell. Bykowski was 

previously employed here at the SSW as a field seminar instructor while working in the non-profit sector. Prior to coming to the 

SSW, Mitchell worked as a field instructor in educational settings. 

School Updates 

Baby News 

 

 David Hernandez, program assistant, welcomed a 

baby boy in April 2013. 

 

 Dr. Tasha Willis, field education faculty, welcomed her 

first baby, a son, in January 2013. 

 

 Dr. Dale Weaver, pictured below, welcomed his first 

grandchild, a baby girl, born in December 2012. 

 

 Nelly Carrillo, IUC field edu-

cation assistant, welcomed 

a baby girl, her second, in 

November 2012. 

 

 Carol Mroz, CalSWEC coordi-

nator, welcomed her great-

niece in September 2012. 

Professional Development 

 

Dr. Susan Crimmins, profes-

sor, completed a year-long 

apprenticeship in Equine Fa-

cilitated Learning and is now 

an EPONAQUEST instructor.  

In partnership with the hors-

es, Dr. Crimmins facilitates 

workshops and individual 

sessions in healing from a place of heart-centered power for 

people whose lives have been affected by psychological and/

or physical trauma. 

 

 

Patty Lam (pictured to the right), academic 

support coordinator, completed a Human 

Resources Management Certificate program 

through the UC Los Angeles Extension. 
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For more information about the SSW, please visit our website at: http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/hhs/sw/  

 

Or contact us using the information below: 

 

CSULA School of Social Work 

5151 State University Drive 

Simpson Tower 8th floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90032-8164 

Tel: 323 343 4680 

Fax: 323 343 4682 

E-mail: Patty.Lam12@calstatela.edu 

 

Contact Information 

CSULA School of Social Work 

Simpson Tower 8th floor 

5151 State University Drive 

Los Angeles, CA 90032-8164 
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