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Purpose 

The purpose of the comprehensive exam in twofold: first, it is designed to help students analyze 

and synthesize information that they have acquired over the period of their graduate study 

through course work and through field experience. Second, the examination will provide a 

measure of the student’s preparedness as a professional in the field of Child and Family Studies. 

 

Eligibility 

1. Students will normally take the comprehensive exam in the quarter in which they 

complete their coursework or in a later quarter. If the coursework completion is in 

progress, the student must receive approval from a graduate advisor. The advisor will 

verify that the student is enrolled in the remaining courses. 

2. The student must complete any of the incomplete work from previous quarters prior to 

taking the exam. 

3. The student must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher in the graduate program. 

 

Student Preparation 

1. With the help of their graduate advisor, students will confirm their eligibility for the 

comprehensive exam. 

2. The student will attend an orientation workshop about the comprehensive exam. This 

workshop will be conducted in Fall, Winter and Spring quarter by the Chair of the 

department or their designee. 

3. Students are free to meet with individual faculty members who instructed in the graduate 

program. 

4. Students will be provided with the names of other students who plan to take the exam as 

a means of facilitating the formation of study groups. 

 

Development of the Examination 

The comprehensive exam for the MA program in Child Development will be integrative rather 

than focusing on individual questions tied to each content course in the MA program. The goal 

of the exam is to assess accomplishment of CFS program outcomes. The questions involve the 

following: 

a. Knowledge of basic concepts and empirically based information in child development. 

b. Development and application of research designs and analytical procedures in child 

development. 

c. Recent research and implications for future child outcome. 

d. Influential theories and their implication for practice. 

e. Application and evaluation of information. 

f. The structuring and implementation of programs and projects. 
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Administration of the Exam 

The exam will be a take-home exam with a question prompt. Students will work on the response 

to the question using course notes and readings, and researching literature online or through the 

CSULA library. The exam will be:  

a) delivered by email to the student on the Friday evening of the 6
th

 week of the 

quarter and due at 5:00pm on the Wednesday of the 7
th

 week of the quarter 

b) open-book 

c) submitted by the student through Turnitin.com on Moodle to prevent plagiarism 

d) based on a single, overarching question which the student will select from among 

two choices, and composed of multiple parts 

e) typically based on a scenario, case study, or current event, and require analysis 

with respect to theory and relevant research literature, critical review of research 

methods, and application such as proposing research or a solution, or translation 

of important information to a lay or practitioner audience 

f) require a response of approximately 10 pages and no more than 12 pages (not 

including references) 

g) in APA style, including title page, headings, all text, in-text references, and 

references section (no abstract required) 

h) be completed independently 

 

Students are not identified by name but by a special number so that reviewers are blind to the 

identity of the student. 

 

Evaluation 

1. Student responses will be read by two or more faculty for a “pass” or “rewrite” 

evaluation. If there is disagreement in the evaluation by the faculty members, the 

response will be evaluated by an additional faculty member.  

2. Faculty readers will use a rubric to assess the student response. The rubric will address 

the content, clarity, analysis, and formatting of the response, and will be distributed to 

students along with the exam questions.  

3. Final determinations of exam results will be done by faculty consensus at a meeting 

dedicated to this activity.  

4. Students will be notified of the results by the Chair, or their advisor within 3 to 4 weeks 

or by the date grades are due for that quarter. 

5. Students who receive a “rewrite” evaluation should meet with their graduate advisor to 

discuss their performance. The graduate advisor will summarize the main issues related 

to the inadequate response, and suggest ways to strengthen performance in subsequent 

attempts.  

6. The exam may be repeated two times for a total of three attempts. Inability to pass the 

comprehensive exam in three attempts will result in the termination of the student from 

the program. 

 


