
 

Basic Requirements for Graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree 

 

The following is a list of the most basic requirements for graduating with a bachelor’s degree 

from California State University, Los Angeles. While these requirements are similar to the 

requirements for graduation from other universities in the California State University System 

(CSU), some requirements may be unique to Cal State Los Angeles. This list does not include all 

graduation requirements; it is intended, only to familiarize you with the basic requirements for 

graduation. The specific requirements for graduation and for graduation in specific “majors” 

can be found in the online University Catalog. 

Most bachelor’s degrees require 180 units for graduation. Some majors, particularly science-

based majors, may require more units. (A “unit,” is generally equal to an hour of class time.) The 

specific number of units and requirements for any particular major can be found in the online 

University Catalog. 

Of the 180 units required for graduation with a bachelor’s degree (for most, but not all majors):  

 

 72 units are required in General Education, 60 lower division units (classes numbered in 

the 100s or 200s), and 12 upper division units (classes numbered in the 300s and 400s).  

 

o A “C” grade or better is required for General Education courses that satisfy 

Critical Thinking, Written Communication, Oral Communication and 

Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning. A “C-“ in these courses is 

not a passing grade. 

 

 The courses and other requirements specified for the major in the University Catalog. 

 

 Any additional units needed to complete a minimum of 180 units.  

 

 60 units, minimum, of upper division classes. 
 

 45 units minimum must be completed at Cal State Los Angeles (in residence). 

 

 The minimum grade point average required for graduation is: 

 

o A “C” in General Education,  

o A “C” in the major and 

o A “C” in overall (all classes taken). 

 

 

 
 


